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Research Article
Factors Related to the Engagement of Ph.D. Students and Alumni in
the Doctor of Philosophy in Immunology (International Program),

Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital

Suchada Suwannikom ™ Chanitra Thuwajit ' Watip Tangjittipokin **
Sansnee Senawong *°

Abstract

This study aims to 1) understand what factors related to students' engagement in the Doctor of Philosophy program
in Immunology at the Department of Immunology, Faculty of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital, 2) examine the relationship between
student and alumni engagement and their willingness to recommend and contribute to the program, and 3) develop
recommendations for enhancing the alumni engagement process and to provide input for the curriculum improvement in
2027. The population used in this study consists of current students and alumni of the Doctor of Philosophy program in
Immunology at the Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Plan 2.1 (for those with a master’s degree), totaling 65 individuals.
Data were collected using a census method. Of these, 39 individuals responded to the questionnaire, resulting in a response
rate of 69.64%. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and Pearson’s r correlation coefficient. The results of this study showed a high level of engagement among current
students and alumni with the curriculum. The factors that significantly relate to this engagement at the 0.01 statistical level
(p < 0.01), in order from highest to lowest were the curriculum pride (0.692), extracurricular activities (0.541), and faculty
members (0.634). Factors that do not significantly relate to engagement include support staff (0.304), facilities (0.283), and
classmates and lab partners (0.177). Additionally, the study found that engagement significantly impacts the willingness to
related to the curriculum (0.700) and the willingness to recommend the curriculum to juniors and acquaintances (0.459) at
the 0.01 statistical level (p < 0.01). Overall, the research results indicated that pride in the curriculum, involvement in
extracurricular activities, and the quality of teaching staff are critical factors related to the level of engagement among
students and alumni. These results can be applied to plan for the sustainable maintenance and development of student

and alumni engagement.
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