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Research Article

The Concepts of Health and Alternative Medicine: The View from

Alternative Medicine Users

Penchan Pradubmook Sherer * Ratchada Ruangsarakul '

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to explore the concept of health and the experiences in using
alternative medicine from the perspective of people who used alternative medicines. The study method
applied a qualitative study method using an in-depth interview with 10 respondents who were diverse in
social, demographic, and occupational characteristics. Specifically, the informants were selected from

people who have experiences in alternative medicine. The data was analyzed by content analysis.

The results showed that from the perspective of people who used alternative medicines regarding
the health concept, health is as a comprehensive view in all dimensions, those are disease-free, the strength
of immunity, happiness, and the ability to take care of themself. The definitions of health therefore do not
have a fixed meaning, but are fluid and dynamic while the concept of alternative medicine is diverse both
being non-mainstream medicine, the medicine with the inferior dignity, the holistic, integrative, and easily
accessible medicine, the medicine that people decide to choose and able to negotiate. These findings
reflect health in the post-modern era with a diverse set of discourses and the power in one's self to be

able to take care of oneself.

This research suggestions for bringing alternative medicine discourses related to self-care ideology,
self-health responsibility to push policies regarding strengthen communities in self-reliance of Thai
traditional medicine and alternative medicine in a concrete way. In addition, it is needed to expand channels
to promote the literacy of alternative medicine with supporting community-based organizations in organizing

learning processes of alternative medicine.
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1. UNUI

ANTEULAYATITLNS NA8TBINTUNNENI9E BN (alternative medicine) w3 o8 nendsfe
nsunmgBuldmaunndunuilagtu (WHO, 2013) sislumagliuinisuasdldvinmslutiagiiu asveu
Tdufsenuiiusiuaunmuesszrry mavAsunameanszuanisuilon wasiuuuiunsdulae
Adeuudatly aumsunmdszuulaszuunidsldannsaduiiunfianela avieuisnnumainvaisves
Fausssuguam vienvdnuain1anisunmg (pluralistic medical systems) fissagluyndsaufizsn T
finsunmdszuulaszuunisnevausssetym wazarudenisvesuszasulunisdanisiudym

GRERI]

asAn1seuelanAInlssuiidn 1Us81n5313 70-80% ludssimaniawaun Idayulng
MsunnEnnadonuarmsunmdaaiy Wuunawsnsunausn (Kanjanahattakij et al, 2019) dwsuly
Uszwafisgldas switevanstuldseyin Snsldnsunmdmadonsening 9.8-76% (Harris et al.,
2012) mdsalunivglsy wu Ussvanisesiaud wazsiwaiden wui Ussnvulszasdazinoandiiia
WigliiinsaseunqunisTdmaunmdnadendmiumsussiuguam luussmasingy Tnansidewu
74% 99UsEv1vULAUNIND LD Lﬁ'aﬁmimmmmwémaLﬁaﬂiﬂuiwuﬁmﬁqﬁumwLwiqma (Zang,

1995)

Tugfinnaerds msmumusnuidoiiefunisldnsunmdmadendiuiu 11 3o Tutszina
WAL WU UTEVIBUNITELS 29-83% 1FUSNNSNNSWINgn1aden (Seo et al,, 2013) 9uidevany
Fuludsemagesns Guu uarlduniu dmudn Yserns 22-77% ludsemedandnldusnsnisunne
yadon (Chung et al, 2011; Guh et al., 2007; Hori et al., 2008) dwiuusemalunguguuiilus
laun Ysesmadunen deawn uaglng nan1s3denuin nisldusnismswnndmadon ayulng uag
msunmddady Wunginssuiinudiuléialulunguiitaslsalifiode wagdtiefiidgmaunmin lns
wungAnssunislénisumdmaden wagnsunmdaain 511 1 lu 4 euvesnguitiefanan (Peltzer
et al., 2016) udsznelye msfnwdamudnin fuasuenanuuimslasiomedielsadess dmsld
MIUNNENIE NI T UNSUINMERaALTEMINe 35-60% (Putthapiban et al. 2017; Tangkiatkumjai et
al., 2013, 2014) dwiunguuszansinglutevheu wut dnsldaulnsuagmaumddaimionis

muaulsaldfincetia 32.6% (Kanjanahattakij et al., 2019)
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d a

Faynumidos, 2557) InsfinsAnwaidesmsunmdniaden snvhanandlanginssunsld uazgnesue
medadenndinuuszeins wazdnvaranuduliey wu madumandgs grusasugia seaunisfinw
Aufiegonde 1futheiFess guawlaid (Judu (Peltzer et al, 2016) pgalsfinu nsAnwIyNDs
AAnvRIALAaguAIN waznsumeniaden TnslanzluuTundennadisln AfaulianuaulaEes
nsguanues netianssuagualugiugiidunuan viedndrinlmidndoguaim uazarmudause
(new health and fitness consciousness) #38 guamiiey (healthism) w50 wﬁwﬁﬁé}’mﬁqmmwﬁ JNY
Laignn (Herzlich & Pierre, 1987) uwilduvesusundtanadelvddenaniiinadowuifnauguninuwag
nAnssuguan vilitdaanwuinnuiuiave useguainvesnues guawlildeglunguauiiFonin

a ]

Jidegidigiudneg vuanuduineimansvindu uwiavaimduiiesesausssunfiaziouds

3 Y

Useaun13alhasaAdIus anvednuted §eaanndeeiunisiad sulnivesdsauuualvg (new social

v

movement) 7iunislanduiunisaseuiiveanisguaguamainaassuazddernay Wumsayvieu
vouynsevidilisenliiingnitvualaggunavesnisunmduazsy Jufanseuanisiafoulmisssguam
- & [ = < < ! ¥ ! v o LY ! a
Mnannvaneusnguuludsay fuimudugusssud dausesesiugunavesmsunndadelva uasyuiey
ARN1TUEIMIUFenluNISAUAGUAMANAINTATEY LU NGUNTYUAZUATNLUUTITN NFUUAZUA N
miensuslanemsiuukialasiulednd v3e Aieguaduain wurenteliey nsidinesadaiviy
Jusiu

[
o Ao =

Tusausemafusieniu 9u3deves Bakx (1991) tenudn drueandsadelvaitud fausssud
W (green culture) An USLARARAM9IINSITNA HENBeEsdLATIZI fAunsgmindnsaniedu

a a

druvilavesssued msuslaandndasiafiviriudunsinliseneiieuadiy aenndosiuauves
Siahpush (1998) finun afleslugavdsasielvl Wuswinnermuedfifdemsumdmadon fauiuly
Taufleusonsunmdnmaden isizlinuaniunissnymisssuni wagliidelusueiifigniielae
Wnngnsyianan 99398984 Furnham and Forey (1994) §awuin dauusnlymsinwiuuumaien
ileseansvanniinsldasugausisifluemsuagninides msuilnasunudagtuiidumsdauaszi
arudesiiAnduludsaudesoliAnm sssninlunisquaguamauesiiolilasnfoananudss
#1499 fignaugunm FuAansiedeulmlunsguaguninuag sufinousedunnauLes uenaind
Fastwood (2000) l@@nwunguavesnisidanldunngnisianlulssvsulssinasoainsidowasnuin
Juilneludszimmseatasidefirnuduveumnudusssumd fenuidndeduanuduinermans
Ufiase1una91niideang wazdanuideinnisiuinveudegquamuesnuiesazvinlinuedguning

wansliiudandsvesuslnATUAB LRI UTEUUATNN INTZUVAUNTNLUUTINITWINNE TIRNUIANITAUA
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guatniiesszuuiieannduanurainaienisguamindnisdenlunssneiiudulaeineinnis

Tuindeulagfuslag

viflmmqmisumaémaqmiLLWV]s?muﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬂ’um?{auﬁgmm%’g NIAFINT satsgmalunues
Uszvvulugeaadelvi Afinnsmianud nmsresesdeszuuuinig Inslangiiansuleuionsgns
as1sguluiiauilymdnduayulng Ayw Ayve Wequamm Isvavuaansadideuing 1old
0619ATOUARN LazLiuyaAILATYEAa Tneysdaasumsilquamaialnel Tnegauuiasunginssy
AUANLUU New Normal Lifuems sendsney iiegunimiifvesussana (@rintna Hfocus, 2564)
msvianuidlayuieuazuIAnYesUTErITUA D13 09g U MLAL N TUN NI Nad anTailarud 1Ty
dewnideyaiBeusednddin Suliverinensinuiidlutssiuresiomuasmslinrumieiieas
nsunngmadon Lesnaunisidednlug i@nwlulssmauennguendsu (Collinge et al., 2005;
Chune et al,, 2011) wazflenuiisafunisuwnngnindendulng Jumsileegudnisunmdiasuuas
NITUNNENIBEBNLN 1A VIUsEINAaNT§LU5 N1 (National Center for Complementary and
Alternative Medicine: NCCAM) (Liem & Rahmawati, 2017) st msvianandlanunanesusssvuy

Tudseina aziluuszlevdnon1sduaunaznisysannsnIsunmgniadon wagn1sunngnunugng

Y

FEUUGUANWAYIR (WHO, 2013)

[y o

N5338T i ingUszasrioAnwILWIAALTBIEUN N ULaghwiAndan sunngninden Maoule
fulszaunsainsldnisunmdniaien Mnyuuesveslssuvuniivszaunisalnisidnisunmdniaien
Wioduuszlemilunsimun dusziilugnisldusslemilunsivuaulouis wazuinsnisae o Tunis

AIUNUAUNITWNNEN1LEansa kU

2. LUIAATNEAVBINUNITIEY

2.1 uurAaWANBaININ1sUNNE (Medical Pluralism)

syuunsguagun1InluluuewIuveIneIn Isunng (Kleinman, 1980) diunldesune
Usingnisalnnanvalnianisunnglugiugssuuiausssy IngseuunswnngasUsenaunieseuy
TUUFIIUTAALITINUTZUVTBINITIIRIUNUIBUATUTTNIAFIUNIINGANTIU TIUN FeTTouleaseuy

Tausssumand Fenfe anuduiusmedenuiazanitunsdenuig q ssvuiausssuidussuures

o ¢ al

ANUMNELBIFANwAlNUTIUAIRINATINIAN (social reality) uavUsyaunisalvesynaa (personal
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experience) wazifusnandlumsidenlaasninedladunsusnvessruumsquaguatw (Wu Jademis
daay LAsEgNa Nsiiles UseTimans uazmalulad) Audeadungluvesssuumsauaguain (Wu Jady
193N NYANTITU LaENTEUINNTAANT) ety sruuTausssuiadusimuslfAassuunisunmg
Auanenetu anisiudsuudasuazraiuananaiuly Yausssufiunndnetu Wedsenouadiennuais
Reafumnuiutaeseiu fdeuusznouadrenadtuasinasilunisdndulalumsnsanudutiedu

wan@enuluee

o [

wyweIngnisunng Iaudrdydunnaneainianiswnng (medical pluralism) @anuneiia

depumndls  dszvumsunndannnimilesyuy ldhdauiuasdudsnuadelminiinnuasyinniims

[%
v a

Inerransiazwalulagegnauin vserdudiauaafuiiiglnaainanusiuaiofniy (Kleinman, 1980)

s

d' & A < a [ A« 4 [ = <A
Mnduuiifdeinanuduaiwesdruidanuvainvaisves] Auuas Twusssy Jan1sunngide
Fuusssunilandenuliusznavadneiu dednudgpuiivainvats Tausssuludeinisunndigous

s o

panevanenuluie Sty Meounfndul deumuiiallsruunaunmfiidnuusduminuainied
Fonduin “nvdnuaivosszuunmaunms” Janudnuaivesszuunisumdiuilyifonsvaussanny
Feamsiinarnuansvesiauludsauiisianudesnsludesquamivainvats aunaialdin laifiszuy
msunmdlaszuuiienifanuauysal ansonevaussamdeanisvesauludinuldegansudiy
auysal sTuUMILmEwndnuaiTeagiunsnevaueaufioiNsressETLATiensdnnisiuns
Wulae wardagrieunimueinisiduniadenvessruunisunngludiay fawdinludenuaedssuy
MsumndnszuandnUsngeges1sninering uazsissegegnsdisnunainnninszuunmsumdduegin
STUUNMTUNNERY 9 ﬁ'uﬁé'wﬁfmgamwLLazﬁmiﬁwsqagi mszilolvsdsaudsfirnaumainvansueaszuy
AwAn Audeiuansstiueg Fufimneannfeinusssuiuandieiy JEUUNSUNNENaNaIadans
Usngegludaay

uananil Feanunsavszgndliuurfnndsadeln (postmodemism) Tun1supsusingnissi

[y

ASENNENINEDN TnswuAnrasatelrlaulafne gl usEAUMAAIINATIADEIUANUNLNE TAeLTD

v v
=< a

8w A arwdeine 4 ludseududeiignasnedu lildfinduewmusssund fnmsndntuay
angnaanunalnnadianLazn1sUfUAnsae 9 Tuddadsedndu Saun Tnana, 2548) wwiAnnas
aelvaluosin quaniuldlddsfinseduiulsn uiguamduiinistuuaiivainuats wesiedestu
fausssu llldmuaimsinemaniiliasuuias widunisussnevassiiduiuamiuvainuas
wazanuuatamedany unAavdsasielviufiasdeiiluniafen LLaziajﬁ?iﬂmLﬁuﬂuésamaaﬁdﬂmm

ynduvsawwAnilde ndulululavidu (anything soes) wunfnnasadelniidalonalifiuauriesvou
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v

FelunilfeUsvrivuiiguaaunmuenssuunsunndnssuavan aduiniidedudeng anunsausediu

1 v

wazeSUIEAUNINEVRIgUNNaYNITkAgUN A luLdNRA iU lUuwsasgIsun SARESIaU W

(Stevenson & Burke, 1992)

2.2 MIUNNINI9LEDN: ANURINY Uaz Usean

nsunngn1aiden (alternative medicine) snagfiarumingdn guuvunsuwngla o 7lild
nswnndnsviananusensunngunutagiu (Eisenbers, 1993) w3e JULUUMTITTY M wag
visemstlaatu Masumaunndnszuandn TnenslduuiAnmansunmgiunndseanly emeuauss
son1susTaaun miinsumdusudagtuliianisansuausdld (Emst, 2000) ¥n3vmsisznasingy
nanliluniade Alternative Medicine in Britain 1331 mswnmgniaien nuneds n1ssnviuenuuuiay
(unorthodox therapies) nnuiin tudaudnisilady nsléayulng nsunnduuuledlondl vienns
nsvdugdduiu n1surdasnwwuulalsuniaiin vsen1swinnsegndunds n1surdauuuesadileni
vion1swinnd uiilouasnsegn naenun1stininwinisdala valdgudnmsunmdiaiuuagnnaumg
NLABNUVIYIAYDIaNI§oLUTN" (National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine:
NCCAM) Tirfignuegataauliin nMsunndnisden As NguYeIssuUNITHNg wuIUHUR nandom

NRNMTENE wazn1sguaguaIneing q Alidedndudimiwensumdunutagiu

msliaunesedin “unndniadeon” dndnainasduddondldaniisseme aneld
Usundanuuazfausssunziuan dadaenszuunmsunndunung iunnidugudnats vinlsimsunmdd
wanilenseuwuiAnuaznisuuRvesnisunvd nszuandnnateidunisunngniaden lagosdnis
awstelan (2013) §eldmndendns q Mdunisunmdililonmsunndnssuandn lnesuaumngdn fe
ASLNNER funIonsuIMELEsu/nsunngniaden (traditional or complementary / alternative
medicine-TM/CAM) ilelisauaguisngmsaiilulssmaiimdsiauuasdssmaiiiauud tagld
FA1e8un871 “msunngaaii (traditional medicine) manefia n1sUFUR wumng Au% uazALLde
Rertugunmiianans nueiidunsfoalnglddmnesiv &nf uasuistn nistidamednigaia
mMsshwdemadanainans waznseendids seidumadaien 9| Y ONANNEIUNAU fien155ne

Flade uazlosiulsn wiaungesnwgunmliudeuss” (WHO, 2013)

auiuledn mslianumnesensunvgnadenidedunnegesneies 2 Usenis Usensnds

= ¢ & A ¢ o A = = A & ]
A ANILLNNYNNLEBDN &Lu;ﬁs']um/]L‘UU‘Uiqﬂﬁﬂqimmaﬂﬁ\‘iﬂlﬁ/]ﬁ@ﬂ'ﬂ']llﬁll']ﬂﬂﬂ‘U‘V]‘U'W]Ws@ﬁTUS‘VlL‘U‘Uia\‘iﬁ@
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a o

n1sunndadelnddseglugiuzuazunumlunszuandn winiarsanlulssiauisuiudissuy

ANSWNNGNIBADNLANTLYINUIDUAASUNUMIUUNFIALLYY FIAUIUNT NN WNUIY K3 0DULA NI N

[

918 5IMUU NITUAAIUNUINTBILINE NUT UV vaaslsemal i lduansunuinlugiusiiduses
a & ) YR ¢ aY vy \

11 99971nUS B UN @09UTENALA LA AILEBUS UM BT ZUUNITHNNGVBININLY R e s aeluninseuy
msunndasielnd gy n1snazlnedenusanIsunngniInaonItdused LazyleLasunISEANg NI LA
wantiy 1aldlilaluunsusunvSeudiay Wesnnlenisieuunngmsaimsunndnadeniuiuey
FUUSUNYRIFIANINFIN15HeUI wnngszuuladunsendnusadunseuases aadu f9ladsnduin

sEUUNSHIMEnsrwananazdasdussuunisunndateludvintu

Snusznisndls msunmdnadenuazmsunndnszuandniiinuunnaaiueglusvesiuesed

aAa [

uaa lasanizirusndisonnud ulienuana19iy Nanfe seuunmsuwngnidendiulugiuiuning

Jueadsin Wilduonguninnie guands diau Lasduwindonoenainiu uAssuuNISUNNgNssuanan

9

ffrugiinenesandudiu q eenaindu Feirugaselifodudunsruiuiaiiunnatesiuvessyuu

1 [

NSWNNETIEBIsTUY AULANAsTaYirusIdaenudullell Aulugisnissnwmnunnssiusely

wingnelsfinny Tudaquuinudn ssuumswnmdisaesssuudalandudumans vseguuuunssnm
Wady wagnsUesiuseninaduuindu Fauldnnulsmeruianidnisihamansnsunmdmadenunusu
Tdundu uageansadelndluvegnngnildldiuunmdniadondieuiu viewliuandnsusindu

a o

WINDITHESULBZAINITU ALATIN1TSUTRIEANeFansnaunaziunldusing azwiulainnisududy

A THALNATUATANT NI TEUUNIT NN A AL AN N VUL U TY

ANUTUUTLNALNY NDINITHNNTNIWADN ASUNAUINITNNEG LN UL NELALAITENNE N1 AN

N3ENTNEASITUAY Ialianumanensunmgningden (alterative medicine) 1331 “msunnéililynig

winduanulagiu nisunndunulng waznisunndiudiulng n1sunndgdu o (s ndgynIuum,
2551) wag U.S. Nation Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM) and U.S.

National Institute of Health (NIH) (Fan, 2000) ladnuunnisunndmadentd 7 ngums
1) nganssnunuun st udy 4 (traditional medicine)
2) naunaei1Un (electromagnetic field)
3) naulavudata (nutrition)
4) nquayulnsi1dn (herbal medicine)

5) nauimauinUa (manual healing)
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6) NauNBUazINUIUA (mind and body control) Wag

7) ﬂfj:m']ﬁ‘ifmi%amw (pharmacological and biological treatments)

o w ) v Y

FanrsunngnadenszdunuimdrfydmsugUiei liaunsashwilsaldmevinlanigisnis

]

Snwvesnsunmdunutlagiu 1w ueise waznguein1stingess il AvazUiedanunislunisd

aa 5 dl ! L3 = 1 Y Y L4 1 Y Y a
Finsolu Laznangasainuin ﬂ?iLLW‘VIEJ‘VI’]QLa@ﬂﬁﬁmﬂiﬂﬂi’lﬂi‘lfiaﬂ’lEJ‘Vi’]EJ‘-U’]ﬂIiﬂiWEJ malmgﬂwmammw

aaa Id

FInaTu wazuenanil InsfhwinuumsunmdmadenuiaussianiinisussendUsugindin 1Tu
wwanslumsuuRndelinesd®iawazanuidviisegnduiusiveulosiu aeldvanns “auainesd
$90” Fadumsuuamliudauss wetesduldiiiAnlsaunninduiinissnen nmsunvdnisdonidu

nmsUalemaliiitaelsnafenlunisguaguamvesmuiadlaanniu

/N13FnwIveINIsENngmaaenasasuludiunUuannsunndurutagiuualy wu

v o A

nsbidesuiengaiuaudulie mstinardudisundunisiidnsnwiiadu wu nslines

a

duia nislinisatiuayumainuiala wuuwnulunisnssdin wazdnigayia Wudu uenaint dale

lemalvinugureilaneladunissnuivesnisunndunutagdu ladlenmadenldidnsdu o lunisqua

guamvaInues Wanuianiinuesdisnunalunisaunuuazguaauninuesmuladld (Siahpush, 1998)

nalavaguids msuwmdmadonidudruniswesszuumsuymdidunmdnuaivesdany fsq
ogvinunansnsumndasielifidunszuandn Jsiaszuumsunndnmadenldinostieiaiunsovaiveday
flsiauysalvesnsunngnszuandn AepsesiunuFosnsivanvatsuesdany Jamssturiauzves
asdnsoufelanfivauiunsmsseguasnisunngniaden lnsimgaradululédinsumdians
srUvanEs LM DTRLTEALTisEUUMsLnEneame luvd elulauysal SamaatuvdevaretdiFendy
\Ju Complementary Medicine lagfigaiduvasmanigunmmadondnilug Ao mIguaguainuuy
236973 UBNINTl MIveuUTeIUIETTUABTEUUN SUNEMaFoniiniAnatnareliauysaivessruy
nsunngnszuavanintu uadeeulanruresmansnaden Suiiliussauianseuiuidiy
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