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ABSTRACT

In this research investigation, the researchers analyze the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and obstacles of the local gastronomy tourism in Southern Thailand under the
COVID-19 pandemic. The researchers also propose competitive strategies for the local
gastronomy tourism under study through the TOWS Matrix process. The technique of mixed-
methods research approach was employed using the technique of semi-structured in-depth
interview with tour operators in the three southern provinces. Data obtained were developed into
a questionnaire eliciting the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and obstacles of the local
gastronomy tourism under investigation. The questionnaire was conducted with 400 Malaysian
and Singaporean tourists visiting Southern Thailand. Factors were analyzed to determine their
weight. Data were analyzed using SWOT analysis to determine strategies to foster the survival of
the local gastronomy tourism in Southern Thailand through the process of the TOWS Matrix. Four
alternative strategies were found as follows: approach strategy; remedial strategy; defensive
strategy; and passive strategy. Those involved in the local gastronomy tourism in Southern

Thailand can adapt these strategies to be used in accordance with their context.

Keywords: Gastronomy Tourism, Local Food, The South, Thailand, COVID-19 Pandemic Crises
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