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ABSTRACT

In this article, the researcher focuses on the principles of RCEP, RCEP trade negotiating
mechanisms, and the role of Thailand in closing RCEP deals using the concept of open
regionalism as a framework for analysis.

Findings show that RCEP is a modern free trade agreement that covers ASEAN and free
trade agreement partners i.e. China, Japan, South Korea, India, Australia, and New Zealand in the
age of modern trade. The RCEP Trade Negotiating Committee is an important mechanism in the
operations. Thailand as the host of the ASEAN Summit in 2019 played an important role
in persuading the fifteen members of RCEP to give consent to the agreement. India could join the

agreement in the next two or three years.
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