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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to 1) analyze how Thai university emblems are presented through
metaphors and 2) study the beliefs conveyed through the emblems. Nine emblems of Thai
universities were chosen from the database of the Office of the Higher Education
Commission (OHEC). The theory of folklore was used to analyze the data because it was
believed that the relationship of ideas with the corporate community influenced the
presentation of what was needed to be conveyed. The findings showed that the emblems
of the chosen Thai universities presented through the use of symbols with metaphors were
a comparison between the beliefs and the individuals. The ideas came from humans and
humans aspired for success for themselves, reputation, and greatness for their
institutions. These beliefs were transmitted through the emblems. Although symbols
characterize the identity of an institution in various ways, there is no denying that they
have a pervasive effect on beliefs in building solidarity, strengthening faith in the
organization, taking pride in the institution’s dignity, and establishing social identity to be
accepted in conformity with the concepts of lifelong education ethics and applied folklore

concepts and the building of organizational image.
Keywords: Symbol, Metaphor, Ethics, Belief, University Emblem
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