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Uneven Development Between State and Borderland:

a case study of Chiang Khong District, Chiang Rai Province

Pathompong Manohan®

Abstract

This article attempts to explain power imbalances
in the development of cross-border economies in the ASEAN
Economic Community through state and industry attempts to
control cross-border business, trade, investment and tourism.

Following the end of the cold war and as a result of
changes in world power, cross-border zones were not clearly
demarcated. Neo-liberalism underwrote attempts to use the
state and capitalism to gain economic control in the name
of freedom and cross-border business was not exempted
from that control. The article examines data gathered from
fieldwork conducted in the border areas of Chiang Kong and
tries to explain a situation in which the state asserted its
rights over cross-border business by opening the 4th Thai-Lao
friendship bridge. As a result of this intervention, protests
occurred and complaints were made to the district head
to open the former border check point in the area of
Chiang Kong. The request was denied due to the complexity of
dealing with the cross-border area and this shows the lack of
power of the local government when negotiating on behalf of

local communities with the state and corporate powers.

? Lecturer at Scholl of Social Innovation, International Development Major,
Mae Fah Luang University
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