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China’s Rise: A Case Study of International Travelling by
Automobile in the Upper Mekong Area

Abstract

This article is the result of the direct experience of the
researcher who traveled along the R3A and R3B during 2008-
2014 for five times. The purpose of this article is to perform
the political factor relating to the struggles of the international
travelling by automobile among four countries: Thailand,
Myanmar, Laos, and China.

The result of this research found that the R3B encounters
with many obstacles whether the bad roads are in condition
with high travel expenditure, and not accessible road to
Jinghong. While the R3A confronts with the absence of road
linkages because of the regulations, taking vehicles in-out the
four countries.

This is one of the phenomena that scholar
describes as “asymmetry relationship” between china and other
countries which leads to contemplative decision making of
other countries. Judging from this factor, Thailand has been
subservient depending on the ‘status’ of each country and the
‘situation’ in each period of time, especially when China has

the leading role in upper GMS.
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