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History of the Chinese €thnic in Mueang Maesod and
the Construction of Mueang Maesod’s Identity from 1970 to 2011°

Rapeepan Jaksan

Abstract

Both Chinese cross—border trade (formal and non-formal)
conducted since the rise of the black market following
the closure of Burma and the development of commercial
trade networks involving a wide range of groups have,
since the 1960s, empowered the Chinese in Maesod in
their economic, social, politic and cultural roles. This
group has adjusted itself to these roles, negotiating for
and generating an identity for Maesod as “an economic
region”. By doing so, they maintain economic benefits
for the Chinese community, lay the foundation for
succeeding Chinese merchants and prepare for potential

problems and changes in the future.

This article comprises a part of the thesis History of the Chinese Ethnic in Mueang
Maesod and the Construction of Mueang Maesod’s Identity from 1970 to 2011,
submitted by Rapeepan Jaksan in completion of Master of Arts degree in History,

Chiangmai University, 2013
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