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The Strategy of Agriculturist at Pineapple Grow in
Agro-Industry System and Landless Labor : A Case Study

of Saymoon Pattana, Sadet district, Lampang province.

Kingkaew Tistung®

ABSTRACT

This research focuses on two issues, landless labor and land

management, and has the objectives of (i) examining strategies used by
pineapple farmers to earn a living in the capitalist system and (ii) studying land
management under a system of agricultural production.
The findings show that the pineapple farmers in the area of Saymoon Pattana
can be divided into three groups: (i) landowners, (i) tenant farmers and (iii)
landowners who also rent land. 51 households of pineapple farmers were
included in the study and the smooth cayenne variety of pineapple was the
variety most commonly grown in the area.

The findings also show that those who grow pineapples on their own
land cope with low crop prices by renting land from others at 200-500 baht
per rai per year to grow more pineapples and thus support their income. Since
the rented land is mostly used to grow perennial plants such as mangoes, and
longan, the land is also suitable for growing pineapples.

In terms of labor management, it was found that the pineapple farmers
rely on labour from the family (close or extended) when faced with shortages
of labour. Knowledge of pineapple farming is also passed on from generation to

another instead of being documented formally.

Keywords Landless labor, farmers, strategy

* Department of Community Development. Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Lampang Rajabhat University
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