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Guidelines for Forming a Local Herb

Production Community Occupational Group
in Tambon Na Krua of Mae Tha District, Lampang

Assistant Professor Wilailux Promsen

Program in Community Development,
Faculty of Humanties and Social Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to survey the opinion of
the local people and to explore suitable guidelines for
forming a local herb production community occupational
group to support the future herb market. This survey research
includes 129 samples which were selected by purposive
sampling method. Collected data were then analyzed by
a computer program and statistically disseminated by

percentage with explanations.

The result showed that there are 51 different herbs
in this community, that are used both as foods and
medicines as well as being parts of traditional rites
relating to the local life of the people. In terms of quantity,
there are 48 kinds of herbs in the community that can be
found in high amount level while 3 kinds can be found in
moderate and low amount levels. Thus, these 3 kinds
less found should be conserved and restored instantly.
Regarding the data about local scholars or local traditional
healers or “mor muang” in Thai language who have

knowledge and skills on traditional medicine using local



herbs, there are 9 mor muangs in this community. The average
age of these mor muangs is about 69 years old. Regarding
their treatment skills, 7 of them are blowing healers (blowing
with holy water and magic spell), 1 person is a medicine
compounding healer, 1 person is a midwife and 1 person is
a bone healer. Most of them have learned and inherited the

local wisdom knowledge from their families.

The result, from studying the readiness of the community
for forming a local herb production occupational group,
showed that the level of people’s readiness is high with
percentage of 71.70. The readiness level for joining the
investment as a partner is at 67.50 percent. In terms
of reasons for joining as a member of the group, the
highest percentage is 35.83 percent which is the reason that

they want to have a job and gain additional incomes.

Regarding the guidelines for forming the occupational group,
there are 3 issues should be encouraged to administer
before forming the group which are; 1) conducting a market
survey to check the demand of using herbal medicines in order
to use the survey result for planning the work, 2) organizing
a workshop training for the group members on the standard
of herbal medicine production as part of the quality assurance
and standardization process for the herbal products of the
group, and 3) having a medical doctor as a consultant who
can give suggestions and recommendations according to the

standard protocol for herbal products production.

Key Words: Local Herb, Occupational Group
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