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Chuthat: Economy, Politics, and Religion
of Lanna Society in Transition

Manawat Promrat

Lecturer at General Education Department, School of Liberal Arts, Walailak University

Abstract

This article aims to investigate the formation and development
of Chuthat belief in Lanna society in transitional period
through historical context. It was found that Chuthat belief was
influenced by 12-year cycle belief of Siamese in early
Rattanakosin period. A precise date for the formation of the
Chuthat belief cannot be given but it is unlikely to be existed
before mid 19th century. The Chuthat belief play a role in
Lanna economy as it supported both internal and international
trade of Lanna. The practice of worshipping the pagoda picture
related to Chuthat belief instead of pilgrimage in caravan
reflected the change of people’s worldview to be more
individualistic. This change made the Chuthat belief gradually

declined in Lanna modern society.
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