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Tainess of Ahom People: A Story from North-East India
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Abstract

The Ahoms ethnic group regard themselves as a group of “Tai” people with
“Tai” cultural roots. Nowadays, many facets of Ahoms culture have been assimilated
into Indian culture. This article aims to recount their cultural story as a reflection of the
Ahoms identity that still remains. It begins with a historical account of Chaolung
Siukapha, regarded by the Ahoms as a hero in the 17th century. The article then deals
with the topic of linguistic Tainess. Even though the Ahoms at present cannot
communicate with other languages of the Tai language family, Tai root words are still
found in the use of pronouns and terms used to describe food and utensils. Tainess
can be perceived in food — the way glutinous rice, pork, and luklao are widely
consumed — and Mukta silk weaving. Furthermore, it is evident in beliefs as well as
traditions and rituals, namely the beliefs in Mo Lung, Rik Khwan, Me Dam Me Phi,
Phra Tra Along, and Bihu. Other aspects that display Tainess are through the
architecture of Chaolung’s royal palace and narration by Sum Cheng, the guardian
deva and Great Seal of the Ahoms. The Tainess of the Ahoms that exists helps the
understanding of the meaning of Tainess, especially for people in Thailand in a time of

developing globalization.
Keywords: Tainess: Tai Ahom people: North-East India
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