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A Critical Study of the Concept of Consumerism according iy research aimed to study the concept of consumerism, consumption in

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu

1, and consumerism in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's point of view. It involved
milary research mainly focused on Tipitaka and Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s

l# findings revealed that consumerism refers to self-indulgence implying
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of life and finally to the ultimate goal of life, Nibbana. For Buddhadasa

|, tonsumerism refers to excessive consumption beyond basic needs leading

uhnAry competition and accumulation. A consumer is self-indulgent and
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waponds to the instinct of ‘eating, sensual desires, and fame'. As a result,
4 tomplicated problems for oneself, society and the environment. This may
glubal crisis, Buddhadasa Bhikkhu warning that the world would be
il I morality is ignored. He prescribed the way out of consumerism by
bl (1) raising new conscience and (2) renewing one’s behaviours. The new
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i), and Suffata (Emptiness). Renewing one's behaviours can be done
iy 1o the principles of Ariyamagga (Noble Path), Tisikkht (Threefold

il Indriyasamvara (Sense Restraint), the antidotes of consumerism.
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