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ABSTRACT

This research studied the policy-oriented learning processes and changes in
policy of the village and urban community funds since their introduction in 2001 to
2008. Qualitative methodology was used involving documentary research,
interviews, and focus group discussions. There were 62 participants divided into 4
focus groups, 11 village and urban community fund policy-makers and government
officials who implemented the policy, 27 village and urban community fund

committee members, 12 village and urban community fund members, and 12
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persons affected by the policy who did not qualify for the first 3 groups. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted from August 2008 to February 2010. Data was
subjected to content analysis and results showed the positive impact on the learning
of policy stakeholders and problems in management. There were 3 forms of policy-
oriented learning, first order, second order, and third order learning. When
compared to village funds, urban community funds showed less learning in fund
administration and problem-solving, and many problems, especially in the
participation of committees and members, and limited communication. Most of the
village funds were successful in funding administration and learning processes,
used local wisdom, and were capable of using the funds and financial institutions. In
doing so, they were able to manage their own affairs and become self-reliant. It was
found that policy-oriented learning had an impact on the village and urban
community funds, bringing about policy change in the process of implementation
and creating 2 village fund coalitions or networks. The 2 major policy changes were

policy succession and policy maintenance.

Keywords : Policy-oriented Learning; Policy Change; Village and Urban

Community Funds; Public Policy
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