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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to analyze and identify basic lexicon for
the teaching and learning of Thai as a foreign language. Data were collected from
two groups of Thai textbooks. The first group included seven content Thai language
books for Prathomsuksa 1- 6 in the 2001 fundamental education curriculum of the
Ministry of Education, and the second group contained five Thai language books for
non-Thai learners that were chosen by simple sampling. The study found 3,616
basic Thai words suitable for non-Thai beginners in the first group of books and
1,471 words in the second group. There were 3,806 words that occurred in both
groups of books. These 3,806 words were used in a questionnaire that was given to
thirty non-Thais and the questionnaire showed that 1,951 of these were suitable
basic Thai words for beginning non-Thai learners. The words were placed into five
categories, nouns and verbs, pronouns, modifiers, conjunctions, and interjections
and requests. Analysis of lexicon in daily life identified eighteen groups of lexicon.
These were introductions and greetings; dates and times; goods; food; directions,
location, and transportation; organs in the body; relatives and family members;
numbering and counting; colors; occupations; plants; animals; habits; emotions and
feelings; questions; health and medical care; actions and expressions; nature; and

other vocabularies.
Keywords: Thai basic lexicon, Learners of Thai
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