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Abstract

The goals of this research were to examine the potential of Local Administra-
tive Organizations (LAQO) to produce community nurses and to identify a feasible edu-
cational model to achieve this through a 3-way partnership involving six operating
systems. The study used qualitative and quantitative approaches. Data were collected
by the use of survey questionnaires and in-depth and focus group interviews. Pre- and
post-admission data were collected from students who entered the Faculty of Nursing
through the partnership program. The research sample included 106 representatives
from 37 LAO from 4 provinces, 12 program-affiliated hospitals, 2 policy or budget
stake-holding institutions, and 12 nursing students in the program and their parents.
Results showed that LAO in the four provinces would be ready to participate in this
program in the 2010 academic years through to 2013 and were willing to recruit 139
candidates for admission to the program. Some LAO were ready to provide financial
support and had recruitment plans for future registered nurses. In the 2010 academic
year some of the 12 students were not endorsed by the community committees. One
LAO and one hospital offered scholarships to students. Five hospitals offered employ-
ment after graduation. Two LAO pre-specified professional positions for future gradu-
ates. Twelve representatives from three partner organizations, LAO, community hos-
pitals, and the Faculty of Nursing, Ubon Ratchathani University signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to jointly produce community nurses who met expected

qualifications.

Keywords: Local Administrative Organizations’ potential, production of community

nurses
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