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The Knowledge and Local Wisdom of Baan Donmoo Community,
Baan Tamyae Community, Ratchathani Asoke Community, and the

Sufficiency Economy Practice Community of Ubon Ratchathani
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Abstract

Modern communities face economic, moral, ethical, health, and environmen-
tal problems which impact on their ways of life. One factor to be considered in this
scenario is the lack of knowledge and local wisdom, an intellectual resource of each
community. This study examined four communities in Ubon Ratchathani — Ratchathani
Asoke, the Sufficiency Economy Practice in Warin Chamrab district, Baan Donmoo
in Trakan Puetpol district, and Baan Tamyae in Muangsamsip district. These com-
munities were models of moral, virtuous, and ethical practices, the first mentioned
being the most strict and the fourth being the least strict. This study obtained data
from questionnaires, interviews, and observations. Results showed that Ratchathani
Asoke and the Sufficiency Economy Practice communities were Buddhist practices
in which the members lived together like a large family. They gave more importance
to spiritual leaders with personal wisdom than the other communities. Baan Don Moo
and Baan Tam Yae communities recognized problems and then gathered their mem-
bers together and instructed them to solve the problems to make their communities
self-dependent. However, all four communities had a seniority system without per-
sonal benefit or satisfaction. The study showed that communities which value local

wisdom are protected from domination by globalization.

Keywords: Knowledge, Local wisdom, Community, Participation, Mind development,

Ethics, Morality
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