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Abstract

This study investigated the linkage between the changes in the age compo-
sition of households and consumption levels, consumption components, and consump-
tion differences based on the consumption per adult equivalent from the Household
Socio-Economic Survey 1990 compared with 2009. The main results were as follows.
Firstly, most of the households had consumption levels close to the average and
these levels had raised between the two periods, except households containing el-
derly persons, these having consumption levels that were lower than the average and
had fallen between the two periods. Secondly, most households’ consumption com-
ponents on average did not differ from other Thai households, except households of
elderly persons, and these had higher expenditures on housing and household ac-
tivities and health but relatively less on traveling, food and non-alcohol beverages,
personal expenditure, and clothing. Thirdly, differences in age composition of house-
holds were the cause of consumption differences and these became more important
through time. Fourthly, the main causes of consumption differences in elderly house-
holds were food and non-alcohol beverages, traveling, and health. Finally, the main
causes of consumption differences in non-dependent member households were food

and non-alcohol beverages, housing, and traveling respectively.

Keywords: Age composition of households, Consumption levels, Consumption

patterns, Consumption differences
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