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Abstract

The study assessed 55 third year nursing students’ opinions of the use of
a learning contract in 1801 321 Adult Nursing Practicum Il in semester 2 of aca-
demic year 2012. The students were organized into seven groups of eight and the
groups were rotated around medical and surgical wards over six weeks. Data were
collected by learning contract forms, self-assessment, and a subject test and
analysis was completed by descriptive analysis. Results showed that the nursing
students considered that the patients’ ward was the most significant learning resource
(X=4.46, SD= 0.738), followed by the clinical instructor ( = 4.37, SD = 0.67), and
nursing support ( = 4.25, SD = 0.738). The students agreed that the learning contract
helped them to be responsible ( = 4.37, SD = 0.627) and goal-directed ( = 4.37, SD
= 0.658), able to attain a deeper level of learning ( = 4.25, SD = 0.764) and use the
learning contract ( = 4.17, SD = 0.617), and some students found that it was not
difficult (= 4.13, SD = 0.715) and satisfaction was at a good level ( = 4.12, SD=0.758).
The study demonstrated that the use of the learning contract tended to develop
cognitive skills in nursing students, and that wards were the best learning resource
to consider practice, seeking materials, training, evaluating knowledge, and promot-

ing student learning.

Keywords: Learning contract: Nursing student: Adult nursing practicum 2
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