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Local Thinking and Constructing of the Folk Bodhisattva

In Boon Luang Festival, Dan Sai District, Loei Province
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Abstract

This research explored local thinking and construction of the folk
Bodhisattva in Boon Luang Festival, Dan Sai district, Loei province. It focused on
the analysis of content and elements of rituals related to the festival. It was found
that Dan Sai locals mainly personified the folk Bodhisattva via community
traditions consisting of complex systems of belief and religion, and adapted,
borrowed, and personified the status of a former sacred creature to replace
Vessantara and King Toad, traditional Bodhisattva in the history of the festival.
The process of personification was Guan, a sacred shaman, who was a soul
leader of ancestor worship in the past. Recently, he was personified as a soul
leader of Buddhism by taking over the roles of Vessantara and King Toad, an
obvious differentiated definition between folk and mainstream Bodhisattva.
Personification of folk Bodhisattva portrays various complex and dynamic
dimensions of belief, value, ideology, and vision system. This can be implied as

power in terms of hierarchy, religion, politics, gender, and ethnography.
Keywords: Local thinking: Folk Bodhisattva: Boon Luang Festival: Loei Province
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