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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the background
and current status of ponglang band performances and to develop a concept of
Esarn choreography for ponglang bands. Methodology included content analysis,
fieldwork, interviews, non-participant observation and focus groups. Results
revealed that the development of ponglang band performances fell into three
periods. The first period was before 1968 when only basic instruments, such as
phin, khaen, saw, drums, and other percussion instruments, were used for local
entertainment, and there was no accompanying dance. The second period was
from 1968 to 1975 when folk musicians formed ponglang bands and an
accompanying dance style emerged. The performances were publicized on radio

and television and bands became well-known. The third period was from 1976 to
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1997 when ponglang bands from educational institutions in Esarn performed and
Esarn dance started to be taught in higher education. It was found that ponglang
bands made up of local people lost their popularity but those from educational
institutions retained theirs through new performances and band competitions. The
research showed that the concept of Esarn choreography for ponglang bands was
a form of life cycle and the scope of the choreographic process was determined
by Esarn social and cultural contexts. The choreography was divided into three
stages, pre-production, production, and post-production. Each stage consisted of
principles and practices. The aim of the performance and the design of the dance
were set in the pre-production stage and three processes were involved,
researching information to induce inspiration, setting the theme of the
performance, and deciding the style of the performance. The dance design was
determined by internal and external conditions. The production stage presented
the dance according to the design, and the main elements were structuring the
performance, designing the draft, developing the elements of the performance,
rehearsals, and public performance. Again, the dance development was
determined by internal and external conditions. The post-production stage
consisted of internal and external evaluation by criteria, elaboration, and decisions

to re-stage the dance.
Keywords: Choreography; Esarn; Ponglang band
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