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Abstract
Dong [Kam1] is a language spoken by the Dong ethnic group in China.
Chinese scholars have classified it into a Sino-Tibetan language family, Zhuang-
Dong branch, Dong-Sui group. This article is a description of the linguistic style of
Dong language and presents three main issues: 1. Dong ethnic information; 2. Dong

language description which consists of (1) language category, (2) phonology, (3)
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word system, (4) grammar, and (5) dialect; and 3. Dong characters. Investigation
revealed that there are different points of view on language descriptions among
foreign and Chinese linguists. Previous Thai researchers mostly studied Dong
language from foreign scholars’ research, not that of Chinese scholars living in the
same country with Dong people. This article provides information about Dong
language based on the work of Chinese scholars for Thai scholars who wish to

conduct further research related to the topic in the future.
Keywords: Dong: Tung: Kam: Sino-Tibetan language family: Tai language family
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