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Abstract

This research employed a historical approach to study the ethnic Chinese
of Mueang Ubon Ratchathani economically, politically, and socially. It was found that
the majority of the Ubon Ratchathani ethnic Chinese are Teochew with Tae and
Tuang family names. They played significant roles in local economics, politics, and
society in three periods. During the first period (1868-1904 A.D.), they were involved
in trade networks and had six occupations as small-scale, mid-scale, and regional
merchants, bureaucrats, tax collectors, and wage laborers. They did not interfere in
politics because of a promise they had made with the Mueang Ubon Ratchathani
Ayasi group. It was found that ethnic Chinese men in this period were likely to
marry local women. Puttakong Shrine was a centre of spirituality. In the early stage
of the second period (1904-1929), the ethnic Chinese functioned as middlemen who
also distributed commodities to local people. Four wealthy families involved in tax
collection helped support the Chinese trading networks, but these famillies were not
engaged in politics. During this period, the trend of getting married with local women
decreased. The third era (1930-1945) of the ethnic Chinese in Mueang Ubon
Ratchathani was classified into 2 epochs. From 1930 to 1936, the ethnic Chinese

accumulated wealth by operating rice mills, wild product trading, and swine farming.
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In 1935, the tax collection families started to get involved in local politics. The period
from 1937 to 1945 experienced an economic slow-down due to the Second World
War. In 1941, the Thai government declared six strategic areas, which forced the
ethnic Chinese and their families to leave Ubon Ratchathani. After this period, some
of the ethnic Chinese returned to Mueang Ubon Ratchathani and Warinchamrab
along with other ethnic groups. This study revealed that during the period from 1868
to 1945, the Ubon ethnic Chinese became the economic drivers at all levels and this
was supported by the Siamese government. In the late 1900s, the Siamese
government was worried that the Chinese reform movement would dominate overseas
ethnic Chinese in Siam. The Chinese avoided a political clash by the use of
humanitarian activities. For example, like the Bangkok Chineses Club, the Ubon
ethnic Chinese began to donate rice to the poor. The establishment of a Chinese
school in 1930 to foster an intellectual foundation for the next generation
demonstrated that the Ubon ethnic Chinese had decided to settle down

permanently in Mueang Ubon Ratchathani.

Keywords: History ; Ethnic Chinese; Mueang Ubon Ratchathani from 1868 to 1945
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