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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to study the social
meaning and materiality of alcoholic beverages in the social life world
of drinkers. This research is qualitative research, conducting fieldwork
at a community in the Northern of Thailand. Data were collected
through interviews and both participatory and non-participatory
observation. The findings reveal that alcoholic beverages constitute an
integral component of daily life in the studied communities. Alcoholic

beverages operate as infrastructure in two dimensions: (1) material
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infrastructure, in terms of their effects in enabling villagers to relax and
alleviate physical discomfort after work; and (2) affective infrastructure,
in which alcoholic beverages function as a medium for the formation
and maintenance of social relationships within the community. As
alcoholic beverage is the infrastructure of people’s lives, it is difficult
to implement measures to remove alcohol from people’s daily lives.
If drinkers decide to reduce, abstain, or quit drinking alcohol, it means
that other sub-elements under the infrastructure of their social life will
be affected as well. Harm reduction techniques are therefore the
strategies of choice for drinkers when they still have to rely on alcohol
as the infrastructure of their lives. Expanding the approach to alcoholic
beverages as an infrastructure of life broadens the perspective on
alcohol beyond its characterization as merely a pathological factor in
disease. Moreover, the experiential knowledge of how to reduce harm
among drinkers and people in the community also shows that how to
apply or combine such knowledge with other professional knowledge
in order to further develop measures related to the control and

reduction of harm from alcohol consumption.

Keywords: Alcoholic beverages, Infrastructure of life, Harm reduction
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2.2 LUIAANITANBUATIY (Harm reduction)
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(Tai, Interview, Oct 26, 2020)
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(Banjong, Interview, May 24, 2020)
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(Songkarn, Interview, Dec 22, 2020)
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(Banjong, Interview, Oct 24, 2020)
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(Eakchai, Interview, Oct 25, 2020)
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(Jo, Interview, Oct 25, 2020)
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(Suwinai, Interview, Oct 25, 2020)
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(Arkom, Interview, Oct 22, 2020)
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5. afiusnguazasuna

5.1 3asduuaanazasluguslassadeiugiu

dndgnsiiaulafnuvssduiddeantausssungfnssudes
AUNN \@uoa" “mwm?{mqmmw” hay “‘anﬂﬁimﬁlﬁlx‘i" AUy
N19d9AU (Social meaning) WALy MU 9 nedeAu (Social function)
vnsgnsdmiulsznangudes msluarwaularearumsnensdsey
LATMLITNdIALNIAuAT DsAuuoanesea ARIoyULUFIUARRTINE
frosunglulanausssununosiu wwelulmasmeuspmesiifinowgingsu
nsRsAdesiuueanesoavasnunesiuaslundeunmumneies fo
nadunesanianelse suwiamneiaflusemginssunisiuaioady
weaneseaLiunginssumuivesiaanyana ualalanengunammadany
Fausssu anamuenisdaay wazuunidoulamaasvgmansnisifies
ﬁ'ﬁwijﬁ'm‘uqurﬁﬁ'quﬁmimmsﬁ'maqlama (Kata & Chawrai-ngen,
2018a)

\3asduueanegoatugmuuel shvunfidulassasefiugu
TudinUsednTuresyaunasdfquau nsiadesiuueanoseayinmuniiiu
Tasvasnsitugulu 2 dnwme Ao 1) Tassasnsiugiumeng (Material
infrastructure) 151UgaslulannAdosfuuoanegoavnniues e sz
vido “Audu” “Fuduer” ludwnvessmu Suflgnivilugniuiugdn
nounABkazAa Ul DAY 2) Tassasafiugiunisnugan
(Affective infrastructure) wawihvufiduenanasauazSnwanudusius

maé’mmwﬁwmﬂuﬁmu (g Chandler, 2019)
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5.2 35n1380dUNT1Y

s A dUines (Nichter, 2001) 85U1821 “AsansUAIIE”

WuaSnstiugrunuyveluntausssy Toiie Yesduuazdnnisaiugu
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Tunszmne Fuiaame wazdastunens Fwsiduanvmnsiduie (Nichter,
2003) guddlneidetunnisiuufFugiite suansilendu (Tetracycline)

ansowsmuay lulndelsafiduneidanimveslsagfuiiavuanda

v ' v
o

(Boonmongkon et al., 2001) yuaLfgInu Qwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ’mmﬁmimﬁmﬂ
TudsemelvouagRaudud dernishueufiausuied annsadesiu
wazeuaslulndelsn Aduamuedsefnmemamefimiusifulaudause
Tus19n1e (Nichter, 2001)
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guam AluannsondnidsdaludinUssdriu mszgnirianisdeuls
mw;fummymaﬁwu,azmwﬁ'ummqmiwgﬁa (Pylypa 2004)
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