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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate and compare
the linguistic landscape of Soi. Sukhumvit 3 (Nana) and Soi. Sukhumvit
63 (Ekamai) in the fold of multilingualism and multiculturalism.
The analysis was conducted by using 200 photos of visual signs: 100
Sukhumvit 3 (Nananua) and another 100 from Soi. Sukhumvit 63
(Ekamai). The analysis was based upon conceptual frameworks
developed by Landry and Bourhis (1997). The findings found that
there were 4 patterns of multilingual signs: signs with 1 language,
2 languages, 3 languages and 5 languages. The highest number among
4 patterns of multilingual signs was the sign with 1 language both Soi.
Sukhumvit 3 (Nana) and Soi. Sukhumvit 63 (Ekamai). For the number
of them, there were 41 and 50 signs, respectively. Interestingly, a sign

with 5 languages was found at Soi. Sukhumvit 63 (Ekamai). Regarding
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the size of the alphabets, most of the English alphabets were quite
large and eye-catching when compared with others. Moreover, all of
the signs were classified by their types of business. The signs of
restaurants were found in the highest number in both Soi. Sukhumvit
3 (Nana) and also Soi. Sukhumvit 63 (Ekamai), followed by the number
of hotel signs. Regarding multiculturalism, findings revealed three
outstanding issues that were reflected from the study of linguistic
landscape: orthography and mimicry, pets as a part of family and
transliteration of culture words. The findings will benefit research in

the field of multilingualism.

Keywords: Linguistic Landscape, multilingualism, multiculturalism,

Nananua, Ekamai
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Table 1 Amount of signage categorized by Language

No. Languages Sukhumvit3 Sukhumvit 63

(Nananua) (Ekamai)

Number of signs ~ Number of signs

1 language
1. English 41 50
2. Arabic 2 -
3. Thai 1 1
4. Korean - 1

2 languages

5. Thai and English 27 31

6. English and Arabic 13 -
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Table 1 Amount of signage categorized by Language (continued)

No. Languages Sukhumvit3 Sukhumvit 63

(Nananua) (Ekamai)

Number of signs ~ Number of signs

1. English and Japanese - 4

8. Thai and Arabic 3 -

9. Thai and Japanese - 2

10. English and Chinese 1 1

11. Thai English and Arabic 10 -

12. Thai English and 1 6
Japanese

13. Thai English and 1 2
Chinese

14. Thai English and - 1
Korean

5 languages

15. Thai English Korean - 1

Chinese and Japanese
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Figure 2 Thai Alphabets are larger than English
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Table 2 Amount of signage were classified by size of alphabets

No. Size of alphabets Sukhumvit3 Sukhumvit
(Nananua) 63 (Ekamai)
Number of signs ~ Number of
signs
{1a 2 e
1. English is bigger than Thai 20 24
2. Thai is bigger than English 7 7
3. Arabic is bigger than English 7 -
a. English is bigger than Arabic 6 -
5. Arabic is bigger than Thai 3 -
6. English is bigger than Japanese - 3
7. English is bigger than Chinese 1 1
8. Japanese is bigger than English - 1
9. Japanese is bigger than Thai - 1
10. Thai is bigger than Japanese - 1
Total a4 38
{1 3 anwn
11. English is the biggest 9 4
12. Japanese is the biggest - 3
13. Thai is the biggest 3 -
14. Chinese is the biggest - 2
Total 12 9
{18 5 awn
15. English is the biggest - 1
Total 56 48

1
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Table 3 Amount of signage were classified by business

No. Types of business Sukhumvit3 Sukhumvit63
Number of Number of signs
signs

1. restaurant 17 25

2. hotel 16 1

3. office for rent 1 7

a. pub 5 7

5. massage 7 5

6. laundry 7 1

7. furniture showroom - 6

8. beauty salon 4 2

9. drug store 5

10. coffee shop 3 2

11. company 2 3

12. grocery - 3

13. bakery - 3

14. Cosmetic shop 3 -

15. condominium 1 2
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Figure 3 Arabic inspired English alphabets
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Figure 4 Irish Inspired English Alphabets
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Figure 5 Pet Welcoming Sign
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