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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative study was to examine
factors causing physical changes to Kampong Ayer (meaning
“Water village”) in Banda Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. Data
were collected from documents, observations, and in-depth
interviews with 36 key informants recruited through purposive
sampling. The data were then analyzed for rich descriptive

findings.

The study found that the factors causing changes were as
follows. The first factor had to do with its geographical
surroundings. That is, it is located near the sea with strong winds
that can spread a fire rapidly when it breaks out; and as a result,
the number of houses has reduced as some families moved out
while others built new styles of houses. The second factor was
politics and dominance. Centralization with the sultan as the
supreme executive authority allowed state projects to develop

areas around the mosque and old palaces for which houses had
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to be demolished. However, obstacles were limited because of
trust in the leader and appropriate compensation; house owners
who initially opposed the project eventually agreed to it. The
third factor was technology. It caused changes in building
materials, house structures, and styles that solve fire-related and
public utility problems. The fourth factor was the economy. The
country’s high income has resulted in mega projects. The state
began to build a suspension bridge to connect roads. Houses were
also demolished to expand the town and stimulate tourism. The
fifth factor was socio-cultural in nature. Modern city life promoted
the consumption of material culture. Residents favored modern-
day convenience although they still maintained their Malay
Muslim identity.

Keywords: Factors, Change, Water village, Brunei Darussalam
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Figure 1 House and linked bridge
By: Punya Tepsing, 27 July 2016
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Figure 2 House burnt down condition
By: Punya Tepsing, 27 July 2016

Figure 3 Modern house style

By: Punya Tepsing, 27 July 2016
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fadngasunazTuniansasaiugninatsuazgaymigeandanuruil (g
amusznay 4) ilsifudslesaniduiidl 6 dua Jegtuimde 5 dva ff
Adrgeenlusslddnassdiulum nsdsuulandunnufnesiua
aeldnisihvosaasuned savida luaesis nissonousuiulude
anuavlufifladodiu uasidulununszUsvasAuoanszosd dad
dumwaliiin “luugly wingasueanmatesls dosvimun aslidles
N&1WAARIL” (Hajah Yamiah, dun1wel Yufl 24 nangiau 2559) “ag7n
vierlsdouiudieduidosuu udssdoald Adoafurouduidauy”
(Haji Arden, Interview, 22 July 2016)
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Figure 4 Density of Sungai Kedayan village before demolition

Source: Kampong Ayer living memory, 2012
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Figure 5 Expansion area after demolition
By: Punya Tepsing (the project display boards)
28 July 2016
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Figture 6 Filling soil to expand area after demolition Sungai

Kedayan village
By: Punya Tepsing, 19 July 2016
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Faafreouu sgedesdduiiiaseuaiivesduaginaneyudesdie
oanly nessidufuniee T1eaiuAuiieluaguvisdu (Bandi, 2014)
nsidsundasiinansenuisdudouasdud fudefdet i
Sruauungnihane fuagyilinsiiunisiadeasainiu duadunis
v Wetnveadivndfeietuiiliussavuiseldifuiu

tudsgnududminfisgldanuneieiuasadeseady
Wrvestu wazdndusgiegfisssy vugiuauiuwnusslosddiusiy
wazUszinawd Yruldsunisvaveediaiiassuaumsey d9uiy
Fanundldvssfuanizidiusiby wisufiuiala feuisauen
Lildfidoagadsdruiiduneauisniuiu n1siasarerdeninuitila
senInlsevuivuleutenisimuvessy ldiaugluanenidu vies
TN aUUANNE BT UMK UANTLIIUYRISY waIniansagiIuiuag
Tnainemdudsnandrediu anmgaudiensuainuidnsonaildsudng
miamLﬁﬂﬁmiﬂﬁ?ﬂmﬁiﬂﬂﬁwwiéﬂ"u'u AeAdun1¥alvegglnanenn
aumw “ogitil (Fuvales) duazaanavrg windreleguuiu arlede
geiu L'i’m/uﬂiavmﬂwm Fosaeiiuiatudnnas doeesa Uiuiisy
ﬁ]ﬁ)ﬁiilllé]?i)i?)\?i‘l/ﬂ76]11?7?7?’1/8\7&572 7" (Mat Zain Haji Damit,
Interview, 26 July 2016)
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Figure 7 Bridge construction project to across Brunei river

By: Punya Tepsing, 25 July 2016
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yioufisafinnsunulingiudndunaunidn (Landmark) Snursvas
Uszine

ann1sAnsdanudn aulunyviudineieuariouds
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