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Abstract
This article aims to study the reflection of Chinese society in
Southern Thailand through the text of the Royal letter of King
Chulalongkorn when his majesty visited the Malay Peninsula in
Rattanakosin era 109. The results showed that the text of the letter
reflects the images of Chinese society in five aspects 1) Beliefs,
reflecting the traditional concept from Chinese society into Thai
society, especially beliefs about the cemetery and the funeral 2)
Politics and administration, reflecting the political role of the Chinese
in Thailand 3) Economy, reflecting the occupations of the Chinese in
Thailand from labor-oriented jobs to businesses that give them
economic power 4) Tradition, reflecting old Chinese traditions that
continue to be practiced in the community 5) Lifestyle, clearly
depicting the unique well-being of Chinese society in Southern
Thailand. The portrait of Southern Chinese society through this Royal
letter reflected the dynamics of Chinese society with a long history
and the unique combinations that continue to influence the lifestyle
of the ethnic Chinese in Thailand today.

Keywords: Royal Writing; The Chinese in Southern Thailand; Social
Reflection
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