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Abstract

This research aimed to study whether fair trade rice
movement in Thailand can strengthen food sovereignty for Thai
smallholder rice farmers, and especially whether it can increase power
to determine rice prices. This research was conducted qualitatively.
The research methods were documentary analysis and interviews. In-
depth interviews were conducted with 6 of 8 group’s leaders of fair
trade rice producer organizations and semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 67 smallholder rice farmers recruited by purposive
sampling. The concepts guiding the analysis were food sovereignty and
Article8:Freedom to determine price and market foragricultural product
ion of Declaration of the Rights of Peasants-Women and Men. The
research findings show that the fair trade rice movement in Thailand is
not able to strengthen food sovereignty for Thai smallholder rice
farmers, nor can it increase these farmers’ power to determine rice
prices because the power to determine the rice prices is still with the
Fair Trade Labeling Organizations International (FLO) and traders rather
than smallholder rice farmers. Fair trade rice minimum prices are still
set by the FLO and could not be guaranteed as a price that covers the
real costs of production for the smallholder rice farmers. This is
because each farmer has different criteria for calculating the
production costs. In addition, the FLO also has not adjusted the fair
trade minimum prices in response to changing variable costs in each
production year. Moreover when the market prices of rice are lower
than the minimum prices, the power to determine the rice price is still

with traders and fair trade rice prices may be adjusted according to the
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market prices. Despite the fact that the FLO has created a channel for
smallholder rice farmers to negotiate the price via the annual general
assembly meeting of producer organizations, smallholder rice farmers
still lacked the power to negotiate due to the fact that most Thai
smallholder rice farmers are less educated. Therefore, smallholder rice
farmers have less trade and market information for negotiation.
Furthermore, smallholder rice farmers also do not realize their right to

self-determination and negotiation.

Keywords: Fair trade rice movement, Food sovereignty, Thai

smallholder rice farmers, Power to determine the price
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Newsletter, 2007b) wazlud a.a. 2008 gy La Via Campesina Iausgna
Declaration of the Rights of Peasants-Women and Men Welundeds
avdvesymunseden Ingluinnsdl 8 veaaasnisalléfinngseyfie wiam
TUMIMUUATIALAZLEI NINNIINITAANAEINTUNITHAAN NI TN BATVO
PNUNTBEDYI Y

sl dusssu (fair trade) Wuguuuuresnisdmadoniign

o

WAITUIALNAITTY 1960 Tnenguesansniilysguraludsvmanamun

Y a

Wi IimgUszaedlievIMefoseuUNISALES waziediuniiongulHan

U

: °o v o o Y = Yo P
5'188aﬂiuﬂigLWﬂﬂqaﬂW@JuqiﬂﬁqﬂquﬂlﬁUqﬂﬁma’]ﬂLLa%ﬂqilﬂﬁUiqﬂq‘WLﬂu

163



o o

MIEsuymemansuardsauaans 99 10 atun 2 nsngiad - Suinaw 2562
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International, 2011a)
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(Zerb, 2014)
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Independent variable: Dependent variable:
Fair Trade Movement Food Sovereignty of
l Smallholder Farmers
Conditions of Price Determination l
1. Having channel to determine the Right to determine the price
price > ®  Power to determine the
2. Participation in price determination price

3. Having power in price determination
and negotiation

4. Receiving break-even price

Figure 1 Conceptual Framework
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Table 1 Fairtrade Minimum Price of Paddy of Thailand determined by
Fairtrade Labelling Organizations International (FLO) since 2012-2018

ltem Price (THB/Kg)

1. Conventional Thai long grain 9.39
paddy

2. Organic Thai long grain paddy 10.18
3. Conventional jasmine paddy 14.36
4. Organic jasmine paddy 15.66
5. Organic red jasmine paddy 15.66
6. Organic black jasmine paddy 15.66

Source: Fairtrade International, 2018
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