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Abstract

This research aims to study Chinese people’s ability to pronounce Thai tourist
attraction names written according to the Royal Institute of Thailand’s 2000 Royal Thai
General System of Transcription (RTGS). Data were collected from 250 popular Thai
tourist destination names on the Xiaohongshu platform, converted into Roman script
according to the guideline, and used to develop reading and listening tests. The
pronunciation of the Roman script was tested on three groups of Chinese individuals
(Northern Han Chinese, Southern Han Chinese, and ethnic minorities) who had never
studied Thai. The accuracy of pronunciation was then evaluated by Thai language
teachers. The results show that, due to differences between the Thai and Chinese
phonetic systems, most Chinese people primarily rely on the Pinyin phonetic system for
pronunciation. Pronunciation is also influenced by English pronunciation and local
dialects, resulting in varied pronunciations of the Roman script, including both correct
and incorrect pronunciations. Chinese people pronounce the Roman script correctly
when its phonemes correspond to Chinese phonemes and when the Roman script is the
same as or similar to Pinyin. Meanwhile, they mispronounce sounds that are not present
in Chinese or sounds that exist in Chinese but are represented by different Roman script

forms.

Keywords: Romanization, Chinese Pronunciation of Thai, Royal Institute of Thailand,

Names of Tourist Attractions in Thailand
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