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Abstract

Public participation in expressing opinions on draft laws is an implementation of
the provisions of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017), which aims
to ensure that legislation reflects the will of the people who are the holders of sovereign
power. According to Section 77 of the 2017 Constitution, the State is required to provide
opportunities for stakeholders to voice their opinions, conduct impact assessments of
proposed laws, and disclose relevant information to the public. These processes ensure
that lawmaking is transparent and effective, while also enabling citizens to participate
directly in political affairs. This article presents the roles and responsibilities of the
Parliament in the legislative process, fundamental principles and concepts, relevant laws
concerning public hearings on draft legislation, and the role of the Parliament in engaging
with public opinions. It further proposes approaches to improving mechanisms and
channels for public consultation to ensure practical outcomes, in accordance with the
principles of participatory democracy and good governance. The goal is to create

legislation that is legitimate and genuinely responsive to the public interest.
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