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Abstract

This research article aims to study the relationship between language and the
ideology of fatherhood on theAsianparent Thailand website, using Fairclough’s critical
discourse analysis framework (Fairclough, 1995a). Research data were collected from all
the articles published in the “Mumkhunphor” column on theAsianparent Thailand
website since its creation from September 2014 to August 2022. Only contents related
to fatherhood were selected, totaling 125 texts. The research findings reveal that the
ideology of fatherhood presented on theAsianparent Thailand website constructs three
ideas of desirable fatherhood: 1) fathers must be role models; 2) fathers play a role in
raising and nurturing children; and 3) fathers must manage everything efficiently. These
ideas are conveyed through six linguistic strategies, which are lexical selection, modality,
intertextuality, negation, metaphor and address terms. The critical discourse analysis
reveals that language is a key tool in constructing a set of ideas about what an ideal
father should be. The reproduction of these ideas also reinforces the ideology of
fatherhood as well as the ideology of masculinity, keeping these circulated ideologies
firmly intact.
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