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This paper conducts further analysis of metaphors correlating with the source
domain “criminal/terrorist.” There are two main questions that the study attempts to
answer: 1) What mechanism of thinking entails the use of metaphors with the source
domain “criminal/terrorist” to discuss the virus Sars-CoV-2 in media coverage of the
COVID-19 epidemic from Vietnamese online newspapers? and 2) Why do Vietnamese
reporters and editors often use metaphors from the source domain “criminal/
terrorist” to garner thought over Sars-CoV-2, notably during the period of the COVID-
19 outbreak in Vietnam? Based on the interrelated relationship between the
experience and knowledge reflected from the source domain to the target domain, this
paper aims to unravel the notion that VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 IS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST
in Vietnamese online newspapers and elaborates on the hierarchical characteristics of
the author’s conceptual thinking. Through the mapping structure, this paper
demonstrates the appearance of three derivative metaphors in media coverage on the
COVID-19 pandemic related to the three outstanding characteristics of the source
domain of behavior, threat level, and the means which authorities undertake to hunt
down said criminals/terrorists. The findings of the research show the use of war
metaphors, with specialization into the aspect of “criminal/ terrorist” is used as
strategy by Vietnamese media to guide discourse in order to create political motives.
The metaphor of viruses as a type of criminal/terrorist also implies the severity and
pushes for reductive methods and defensive actions, in turn enhancing public
awareness on the prevention and eradication of the disease. This research paper will
point to the specific way of thinking present in the conceptual structure of the virus
SARS-CoV-2 and contribute to shedding light on the thinking of Vietnamese media on
the pandemic and dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic as a global catastrophe.
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Conceptual metaphor is the conceptualization from one cognitive domain to another, which is a
structural mapping from a “source domain” to a “target domain” with the aim of creating a perceptual model
in relation to the inner workings of the mind (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 185). According to Lakoff and Johnson,
conceptual metaphors are cognitive mechanisms through which the logic of abstract concepts are replaced by
thelogic of more concrete concepts (1980, p. 4). Conceptual metaphors help further the understanding of target
domain A (often abstract) through the conceptual structures of source domain B (often more specific)
(Kovecses, 2002, p. 4). The source domain provides a relatively rich knowledge structure for the target concept
domain, which occurs through mappings between the attributes of domains A and B (Kévecses, 2002, p. 12).
According to Kdévecses (2002, p. 33), metaphorical mappings have an important role to play in conceptual
expression since they explain why specific attributes are used to understand the target domain. Lakoff (1993,
p. 208) demonstrates that mapping is one of the common ways to conceptualize things. The foundation for
mapping relies on the shared knowledge and experience of human beings in everyday life. The
correspondences between the forming elements of source domains and target domains establishes a mapping
diagram in the conceptual structure. Once these correspondences are activated, the characteristics of the
source domain will then be projected onto the target domain while complying with the single line and partial
projection principles. Thus, there is transference in properties from the source domain to the target domain.

The study of conceptual metaphors has become trendy and strongly developed in many countries and
covers various fields. The COVID-19 pandemic, that emerged as an alarming global issue, has hit many
countries and regions. The third wave of this virus spelled disaster for mankind with the number of deaths
comparable to world wars. The pandemic has shocked the whole world and induced complete changes in
various aspects from perception, foreign relations to organizational activities in the education and tourism
industries, alongside the global economy as a whole. The SARS-CoV-2 virus (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome Corona Virus 2), an abbreviation for acute respiratory infection caused by the Coronavirus
2019/COVID-19, has shaken economies, shattered medical achievements, and crushed medical systems of
many advanced countries. Virus Sars-CoV-2 is constantly changing, creating multiple variations which modern
medicine has struggled to counter with adequate vaccines. As a result, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
prolong and cause some distress on a global scale.

In this research study, through metaphorical analysis of the COVID-19 epidemic in Vietnamese online
newspapers, the mapping mechanism of attributes between the source domain “crime/terrorist” and the target
domain “SARS-CoV-2 virus” is clarified showing the hierarchy in the metaphorical structure. This answers
certain questions: Through which metaphor does the article wish to clarify Viethamese media’s different
interpretations of the COVID-19 epidemic? What message does it wish to convey to readers? From there, it
contributes to highlighting the characteristics of linguistic and cultural thinking of Vietnamese people through
discourses about the epidemic in online newspapers.

This research study will bring more insight to those who are interested in the language of journalism,
including journalism students, journalists, language trainers, translators and news editors, raising their
awareness of the effectiveness of metaphorical language in the altercation of media narratives on diseases.
Hence, desired modes of communication can be established to aid the audience in building upon their
knowledge of the means of attack, the development, and danger levels of diseases, as well as the difficulties
governments and medical authorities are faced with in stopping diseases. This enhances the level of
acknowledgement and collaboration between the masses and governmental bodies in taking unified
prevention and precautionary actions against a global-level pandemic.

War/security source domains and war/security-related sub-domains such as enemy, criminal, and
terrorist seem to have become an integral part of communication discourses when it comes to understanding
and interpretation of such target domains as politics, commerce, economy, sports and health. In COVID-19
related news reports, a number of terms related to the “criminal/terrorist” source domain are activated when
describing the attributes of the target domain “virus SARS-CoV-2". There have been a sizable number of studies
on the SARS-CoV-2 virus in media discourse.

Studies on the COVID-19 pandemic-related media discourse are conducted, adopting two major
approaches. The first approach shows that COVID-19 pandemic metaphors are often reflected via the concept
of “war” and “terrorist” as an optimum way to encourage the community to join hands and combat the
pandemic. The second approach criticizes the use of the metaphor of “war” when talking about the COVID-19
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pandemic because it can induce feelings of confusion, fear and depression in patients as well as weaken the
masses’ confidence in public health.

Regarding the first approach, Todorova (2021) studied the use of war metaphors in Bulgarian official
discourse during the ‘state of emergency’ due to the spread of SARS-CoV-2. War rhetoric has also been published
by many world political leaders. However, the militarization of discourses related to the COVID-19 pandemic in
Bulgaria between March and May 2020 was a strategic decision, as the country was hit by the second wave of
COVID-19, and the “state of emergency” was changed into the “national epidemic emergency” in response to the
spread of SARS-CoV-2 into the community. In addition, Leo and David (2020) investigated editorials about COVID-
19 in Malaysian mainstream English newspapers in the context of the movement control order. The findings show
differences between metaphors and outstanding problems signaled through 10 metaphorical mappings with the
source domains of ‘motion’, ‘film’, ‘war’ and ‘space’, thereby clarifying the pragmatic perspective of metaphors.

In the second approach, a conclusion has been reached through different literature analyzing the way
world leaders speak on COVID-19 by using war metaphors (Rajandran, 2020; Bates, 2020), comparing the
reactions to the COVID-19 pandemic to an actual military campaign (Rohela et al., 2020; Gillis, 2020). Within this
literature, COVID-19 is described as ‘the enemy’ by the media, capable of ‘attacking’ and ‘destroying’ nations.
Reflecting on the severity of the pandemic through the narratives of war could raise the perceived threat level of
COVID-19, hence influencing communal awareness and behavior (Rajandran, 2020). Public declarations made by
authoritative figures using war metaphors could make a timely appearance in order to raise public morale and
unity (Rohela et al,, 2020; Gillis, 2020) and justify governmental emergency measures in regard to COVID-19
(Gillis, 2020). However, from a practical point of view, when it comes to the practice of communication in political
discourse, research shows that the use of war metaphors to describe the virus has brought about negative
connotations: a shallow public perception of the pandemic; decreased unity in the community; and increased
stigma, creating dispute between workers and providers of the healthcare system, harming healthcare providers
as well as patients both morally and mentally. In addition, war metaphors provoke negative emotions, inducing a
sense of fear into the public space. Bates (2020) believes that war metaphors should not be used to aid public
awareness of Sars-CoV-2. Instead, he encourages alternatives to war metaphors in order to improve the masses’
understanding of the pandemic. Apart from the current use of metaphors to discuss COVID-19, a variety of media
have attributed fear to the pandemic when described as a deadly creature, attacking nations similarly to a
tsunami. Information on the virus accessible on most popular mainstream media is painted in a negative light,
often irregular and sensational, consequently fostering a culture of fear on a global scale (Chaiuk & Dunaievska,
2020).

Semino (2021) concurs with Tamkin (2020) regarding the usage of war metaphors in the US media:
“Usage of military-related language to discuss coronavirus is dangerous and negligent—America needs to stop.”
She suggests a substitute metaphor when talking about the pandemic. Through the survey of a large corpus of
English news articles, Semino (2021) suggests fire metaphors, specifically forest fire metaphors, which are
especially suitable and useful for the media on different aspects of the pandemic, including raising awareness on
its danger and urgency, the differentiation between different time periods of the pandemic; explanation for the
different means of infection and the role of individuals; explanation for measures against the spread; presenting
the function of healthcare professionals; making the correlation between the pandemic and healthcare provision
inequalities, among other issues; and sketching a post-pandemic scenario. In these situations, the focus of fire
metaphors is to better prepare for future pandemics or prevent them completely.

In contradiction with the use of war metaphors to describe the COVID-19 pandemic, other metaphors
draw inspiration from the tourism, music, and sports industries (Rajandran, 2020), with the main idea of these
metaphors involving humanity and equal contributions of mankind in defeating the common antagonist, COVID-
19. This narrative has inspired unity and care within the community to enhance the ability to recover from the
pandemic both physically and mentally, therefore joining hands to come out victorious over this deadly virus.

To conclude, the aforementioned studies have shown that basic political and ideological orientations of
the media are conveyed through discourses about the COVID-19 epidemic and the metaphorical use of virus
SARS-CoV-2 for the purpose of public propaganda and influence. COVID-19 is no longer a pandemic, but has
become a war, a global catastrophe from a political perspective. However, in those studies, there has not been any
work exploiting the “criminal/terrorist” source domain to describe the attributes of virus SARS-CoV-2 target
domain with the aim of emphasizing the extreme danger, attack power and destruction of this particular type of
“criminal”. This study investigates the mapping in the conceptual model of ‘VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 AS A
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST’ in Vietnamese online newspapers, contributing to clarification on how Vietnamese
people think about and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic as a global disaster.
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In order to survey and study the metaphor ‘VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 AS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST’ in COVID-
19 pandemic reports in Vietnamese online newspapers, a combination of quantitative and qualitative research
methods have been utilized, which consists mainly of discourse analysis combined with statistical and
classification methods to achieve the set research objectives.

The corpus was randomly collected from 288 news articles about the COVID-19 pandemic in
Vietnamese online newspapers starting from March 2020, WHO'’s official starting point of COVID-19 as a global
pandemic, and ending in May 2021. This was the first phase of the pandemic, when the virus had a high
infection rate and high fatality rate. Scientists were still diligently engaged in genome sequencing, exploring
the virus’s mutation and duplication pattern to devise vaccines. During this period, world and Vietnamese
media delivered a large number of news in relation to the epidemiological research on COVID-19, backup
medical services, especially the issue of quarantine as a desperate measure to minimize communal spread. As
aresult, war metaphors started to make frequent appearances in Vietnamese healthcare-related news articles.
The articles investigated were official websites managed and censored by the Ministry of Information and
Communications of Vietnam. A total of 38 news articles were investigated. Articles were selected from various
online newspapers to diversify information sources about COVID-19 including epidemiological information,
epidemiological studies, epidemic surveys, editorials, and studies from the perspectives of sociology,
psychology, and economics that are related to the pandemic. With the collected data, the authors proceeded to
identify conceptual metaphors according to the Metaphor Identification Procedure (MIP) proposed by Group
(2007), since this process is highly applicable and widely used. The MIP has four levels of analysis before it
accepts or rejects an expression as a metaphor: (i) going over all the discourse in medical news to establish a
general semantic understanding; (ii) marking words/phrases which contradict semantically in the given
context; (iii) going over marked words/phrases by identifying their meanings through dictionaries to dictate
whether they make semantic sense or not in relation with other words/phrases in the given context; and (iv)
if not, identifying them as a metaphor. The words/phrases which create the initial semantic conflict become
“metaphorically-expressed words” (interpreted as “lead”). Discourse that contains “metaphorically-expressed
words” are called “metaphor expressions”.

It is clear from the survey that the concept of ‘SARS-CoV-2 VIRUS AS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST’ is a
prominent metaphor which regularly appears in COVID-19 pandemic in Vietnamese online news reports.
According to the rule of partial and unilateral mapping, the attributes from the source domain
“criminal /terrorist” are activated and mapped onto the target domain “virus SARS-CoV-2", causing the target
domain to bear some properties of the source domain.

From 288 news articles in Vietnamese online newspapers, the conceptual model VIRUS SARS-COV-2
AS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST can be visualized through the mapping scheme in Table 1.

Table 1: Mapping VIRUS SARS-COV-2 AS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

Source domain’s attributes Target domain’s

A . attributes Sample metaphorical expressions
Criminal/Terrorist .
( 4 ) (Virus Sars-CoV-2)
Hazardous to the community - Dangerous to the “..cudc dﬁ'i"d‘&u véi ké thii dc nay” [...] [“...the battle against this
Y patient’s body murderer”]
i “Khi virus xm nhdp vao co thé nguoi, chiing bdt ddu cudc chay dua
. Infiltratesand g thgi gian dé bt céc té bao, sinh san, Iy lan va chiém giir dé ton
Usua}ly .attacks chers with N attack's the patient’s  ¢4;” [“When viruses enter the human body, they begin a race
sophisticated tricks body in various against time to kidnap cells, reproduce, spread and seize to
ways survive.”]
Actions are often of a _,  Attacks the body to “Cdch giét ngu'd‘i cﬁ_a virus trong cdch d‘g.i deh dwoc goi la tham sdt.
criminal and barbaric nature destroy the target [“The way viruses kill people in pandemics is called massacre.”]
Often hides. decei i Often hides, “Cdc phadn tir duong glycgn trén bé mdt gai protein ciia nCoV bién
ten hides, deceives, avoids deceives, avoids the  Virus nay thanh séi di 16t ciru...[...] [“Glycan sugar molecules on the
he search of authorized - = ; ; i vitus § P ’
Eorces body’s immune splke.protems of nCoV turn this virus into a wolfin sheep's
system clothing...”]
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Table 1: Mapping VIRUS SARS-COV-2 AS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST (Continued)

Target domain’s
attributes
(Virus Sars-CoV-2)

Ready to control
—  infected cells or
immune system

Source domain’s attributes

(Criminal/Terrorist) Sample metaphorical expressions

“..chiing bdt ddu cudc chay dua véi thoi gian dé bdt céc té bao...” [...]

Ready to kidnap, threaten [“...they start a race against time to kidnap cells...”]

and terrorize hostages

“E484K dwong nhw la dét bién quan trong gitip virus SARS-CoV-2 tdu
thodt [“The E484K mutation seems to be an important one that
helps SARS-CoV-2 escape.”]

Often finds ways to
—  escape from the
immune system

Finds every trick to escape
when arrested

In the research corpus, a number of metaphorical expressions of ‘VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 AS A
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST’ appear with specific metaphorically-expressed words corresponding to each attribute
of the criminal and terrorist source domain (belonging to the war/security source domain). These words
typically associated with military/security terminologies that refer to groups of criminals and terrorists are
selected and mapped onto the target domain “virus SARS-CoV-2". Derivative metaphors have been activated
from the basic metaphor ‘VIRUS SARS-CoV-2/AS A CRIMINAL TERRORIST’, including the following.

4.1. Conceptual metaphor: VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S ACTS ARE THOSE OF A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

For national security, “crime” is a legal concept referring to acts that are dangerous to society done by
individuals with criminal liability.

The acts of criminals and terrorists usually involve direct attacks on individuals or organizations with
the purpose of harming other people’s life or destroying property of other organizations or individuals to
create public terror. Criminal acts include threatening to infringe on the life and health of citizens using
offensive weapons to intimidate, threaten, kidnap or massacre. Conceptualizing virus SARS-CoV-2 as a
criminal /terrorist, Vietnamese newspapers tend to attribute the virus to a terrorist with criminal intent, aiming
to infringe or threaten the life of others, take or obtain property, and destroy and slaughter their target.
Potential metaphors are often noted with such metaphorically-expressed words as: attack, invade, kidnap,
capture, seize, rob, kill, massacre, murder, eliminate, knock down, threaten, resist, hide, evade, escape, cross the
border, etc. These words are then used to describe the acts of the virus. These acts are similar to those of a
criminal/terrorist with malice, causing harm to life of others while evading the reprimand of law enforcement.
The frequency of the metaphors belonging to the conceptual model ‘VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S ACTS ARE THOSE OF
A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST’ can be observed in Table 2.

Table 2: Metaphorically-Expressed Words Activated in the Conceptual Model
VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S ACTS ARE THOSE OF A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

Metaphorically-expressed Metaphorically-expressed

Source domain words Frequency Target domain words Frequency
Hanh vi ctia toi L&n trén/l4n tranh/tron tranh 26 Hanh vi cta toi T&n cong (Attack) 12
pham/ ké (Evade/elude) pham/ké khiing
khiing bé DPanh lira (Divert) 18 bo Giét ngudri/giét chét/cudp 11
(Actsof a (Actsofa sinh mang(Kill/murder)
criminal/ — — criminal/ —
terrorist) X0a s6 (Erase/eliminate) 16 terrorist) An ndu/an ndp/an sdu 10
(Lurk/stay low)
Nguy trang (Disguise) 12 Vwot mat/qua mat 7
(Deceive/fool)
Trén/trén thoat/trén khoi 12 Thoét khoi (Slip away from) 6
(Escape/run away from)
Cd ddm/cti ddm chi mang/cu 6 Tranh/né/tranh né (Avoid) 6
danh manh (Hit/punch/fatal
hit/strong blast)
Tham sat (Slaughter) 5 Tiéu diét/ triét ha 3
(Destroy/eliminate)
De doa (Threaten) 4 S6i doi 16t clru (Wolf in 3
sheep’s clothing)
DPanh roi chay/tan cong roi bd 3 Manh khée (Antics) 2
chay (Hit and run)
Canh gi6i (Limit) 2 Trén thoat (Escape) 2
De doa con tin (Threaten the 2 M¢ dwong thoat (Open the 2
hostage) way)
Cudp/an cudp (Steal) 3 T&u thoat (Run free/flee) 2
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Table 2: Metaphorically-expressed Words Activated in the Conceptual Model
VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S ACTS ARE THOSE OF A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST (Continued)

. Metaphorically-expressed . Metaphorically-
Source domain words Frequency  Target domain expressed words Frequency
Panh lac hwdng canh sat 2 Panh guc (Knock
(Distract law enforcement) out/paralyze)
Bét c6c (Kidnap) 2 Chiém/chiém giir 2
(Capture/hold/occupy)
Che gi4u (Hide) 2 Che gidu (Hide) 2
San tim muc tiéu (Search for 2 Tan sat (Massacre) 1
target)
Thoat khoi bién gidi (Cross the 1 San lung (Hunt) 1
border)
Choc thung hang phong ngw 1 Chan (Stop) 1
(Destroy/ penetrate the
defense)
Khang cw (Resist) 1 Xam lwoc (Invade) 1
Trén tim (Hide and Seek) 1 Tang hinh (Invisible) 1
DPAu hang (Surrender) 1 Gia vo (Pretend) 1
Tai xuat (Show up) 1 Bin mot mili tén tring 2 1
dich (Hitting two birds with
one stone)
Qudy rdi (Harrass) 1 Gian manh (Devious) 1
Total 183

Via the table, we have acknowledged the high appearance rate of metaphorical expressions reflecting
typical behavior of law offenders, with sneaky and non-discrete characteristics such as evade/elude (26
appearances), lurk/stay low (10 appearances), escape (12 appearances); behavior exhibiting actions, tricks, and
antics of criminals such as disguise (12 appearances), divert (18 appearances), wolf in sheep’s clothing (3
appearances), avoid (6 times), threaten hostages (2 times); and behaviors that serve to attack or take out targets
such as eliminate (16 appearances), attack (12 appearances), kill/murder (11 appearances), hit/punch (6
appearances). These are properties describing the expected actions of criminal, terrorist gangs. When chosen,
activated, these properties move to the target domain, forming into the properties of virus Sars-CoV-2. In other
words, virus Sars-CoV-2 is personified into criminals/terrorists with antics and tricks of law offenders when
engaging in attacking and unauthorized penetration of the human body. Because the attacking behavior of viruses
is “illegal” with a negative motive, their actions are usually discreet and are always looking to deal with, hide, or
evade from the pursuit of the immune system. Upon reaching the target, the patient with their organs are likened
to the front-line receiving attacks and critical strikes from the virus. It is easy to observe the mapping similarities
between the source domain and target domain through the following analysis.

Since criminal acts are illegal, noticeable ones that can be observed among criminals/terrorists are
deceiving and fooling individuals and organizations when infiltrating their houses/offices to commit crimes.
Similarly, when entering a patient’s body, virus SARS-CoV-2 also uses sophisticated tricks to thread their way
through tests, deceive the immune system and attack key areas. For example,

(1) COVID-19 x4m nhap vao co thé ngwoi bang cach ddnh Iira mot loai enzyme, c6 thé khién né ‘hgp nhat’
vGi protein bén trong va gy nhiém trung (An, 2020).
[COVID-19 enters the human body by tricking an enzyme, enabling it to ‘fuse’ with a protein inside and
cause infection.]

(2) Ngoai ra, trong qué trinh tién héa, ching c6 thé tré nén kho ki€ém soat hon va sau mot thoi gian bién dai
du 1au, nhw cac nha khoa hoc néi thwong phai mait nhiéu nam, ching c6 thé da théng minh dé vwro't mdt
phén nao d6 cac vaccine da c6 (Pan, 2021).

[Also, in the course of evolution, they can become more difficult to control, and after a long enough
transformation period, which as scientists say often takes years, they can be smart
enough to fool some existing vaccines.]

(3) Phat hién cach virus SARS-CoV-2 nguy trang nham qua mdt hé mién dich. (“Phat hién cach virus SARS-
CoV-2 nguy trang nhim qua mat hé mién dich,” 2020).
[Detecting how the SARS-CoV-2 virus disguises itself to fool the immune system.]

A distinct post-crime act of criminals is lurking, hiding, and trying to escape when being surrounded
by security forces. When mapping this attribute to the target domain, metaphorically-expressed words also
highlight similar acts of the virus so as to hide, evade, escape from the pursue or reaction of the immune system
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or biomedical therapies. The following examples describe the “escape mutation” of SARS-CoV-2, a mutation
that allows the virus to evade antibodies and replicate at high speed.

(4) Dot bién nay cé thé cho phép virus ldn trén trudc sy bdo vé tir khdng thé (Ha, 2021).
[This mutation may allow the virus to evade protection from antibodies.]

(5) Chuyén gia nhdn dinh ddng so: Virus corona dn ndp hang thdp ky, thich nghi dé ldy cho con ngwoi’ (Anh,
2020).
[Experts made an astonishing announcement: Coronavirus has lurked for decades and adapted itself
before infecting humans’]

The aim of a criminal/terrorist is to threaten, intimidate others or even slaughter, kill or destroy a target.
In order to achieve this aim, they often use tricks and scams such as attacking, invading, controlling, kidnapping
hostages, robbing and appropriating property. Likewise, the aim of SARS-CoV-2 is to attack the patient’s body to
disable its immune system and destroy internal organs, especially the lungs, causing respiratory failure and death.
In these metaphorical expressions, the acts of SARS-CoV-2 are described similarly to that of a criminal/terrorist
with a full range of tactical steps from attacking, breaking through defenses, and invading to capturing, robbing,
kidnapping cells, and finally knocking out, killing, and massacring. For example,

(6) Cho dén nay, SARS-CoV-2 ciing khéng biéu 16 bdt ky dot bién cuc doan nao khi né di xadm Iweg:c khdp toan
cdu. C6 thé dé la mot hanh déng dn cwdé'p thanh céng va né chwa cén phdi thay déi chién thudt. (Binh,
2020)

[So far, SARS-CoV-2 has not shown any extreme mutations as it invades around the globe. It could be a
successful robbery and it didn’t need to change tactics.]

(7) Khi virusxdm nhdp vdo co thé ngudi, chiing bdt ddu cudc chay dua véi thoi gian dé bdt céc té bao, sinh
sdn, ldy lan va chiém giiv dé ton tai. Diéu nay ciing ding vdi nCoV, virus gdy dai dich COVID-19. (Khang,
2020b)

[When viruses enter the human body, they start a race against time to kidnap cells, reproduce, spread
and occupy to survive. The same is true for nCoV, the virus that causes the COVID-19 pandemic.]

(8) Cdch giét ngwoi ctia virus trong cdch dai dich dwoc goi la tham sdt. Va ké tir dich ciim Tdy Ban Nha khién
1/3 ddn sé toan cdu nhiém bénh, kiéu thdm sdt dy chwa tirng ng yén trong lich siz. (Pao, 2020)
[The way viruses kill people in pandemics is called massacre. And after the Spanish Flu pandemic which
infected a third of the global population, such massacre has never rested in history.]

Criminals often try to flee after committing crimes to evade the pursuit of the law enforcement.
Correspondingly, virus SARS-CoV-2 often finds a way to elude the immune system to attack its target. Dangerous
criminals often tend to cross borders to evade the pursuit of the law enforcement forces. SARS-CoV-2 is also
recognized as a criminal crossing borders to rampage and spread fear to neighboring countries. For example,

(9) E484K dwdng nhw la dot bién quan trong gitip virus SARS-CoV-2 tdu thodt. (Van, 2021).
[The E484K mutation seems to be an important one that helps SARS-CoV-2 escape.]

(10) E484K dwoc goi la dét bién trén thodt béi né cé khd ndng thodt khoi mét sé khdng thé ma vaccine tao
ra. (Anh, 2021)
[E484K is called the escape mutation because of its ability to evade some of the antibodies the vaccine
produces.]

A similar feature between “criminal/terrorist” and “virus Sars-CoV-2” is the skill level in antics usage
when attacking and penetrating the target. Criminals are particularly dangerous with their tricks to deceive
organizations and individuals in order to appropriate property or threaten life. In addition to being reckless
and aggressive, they also possess intelligence and abundant tricks of intimidation, diversion, or dual tasks.
When mapped onto the target domain “virus SARS-CoV-2”, these attributes are reflected via the following
metaphorically-expressed words: a wolf in sheep’s clothing, hiding, avoiding, harassing, robbing, pretending,
camouflaging, stealth, tricky and deceitful, threatening, diverting the police force, killing two birds with one stone.

In the COVID-19-related discourse in Vietnamese online newspapers, metaphorical expressions
describe SARS-CoV-2 as a criminal with adept experience and a reckless nature. They are cunning with many
tricks and always aggressive in attack. Also, they know how to pretend and divert attention from the immune
system. Virus SARS-CoV-2 is also fully equipped with sophisticated and cunning tricks of criminals like
camouflaging, hiding, evading protection from antibodies; harassment and intimidation of “cell” hostages;
distracting attention from the police; knowing how to pretend like a wolf in sheep’s clothing to avoid the pursuit
of the immune system, performing illegal acts of robbery and appropriation. For example,
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(11) Virus c6 nhiing protein lam nhiém vu canh gidi, cé protein bdt céc va de doa con tin. N6 ciing c6 nhitng
protein nguy trang dé€ danh lac hwéng canh sdt, va c6 protein mé dwong thodt khi chiing da lam xong
nhiém vu (ZKNIGHT, 2020).

[Viruses have proteins that act as a guard, kidnap and threaten hostages. They also have camouflage
proteins to distract the police, and proteins that open the way when they’re done.]

(12) Mot khi dd xdm nhdp vao trong tébao, virus cwép ldy té€bao dé'sinh san thém nhiéu hat virus méi (Hwong,
2020a).
[Having infiltrated inside the cell, the virus robs the cell to produce more new virus particles.]

(13) Cdc phén tir dwing glycan trén bé mdt gai protein ctia nCoV bién virus ndy thanh séi ddi I6t ctru, cé khd
ndng dét nhdp co thé ma khéng bi phdt hién (Khang, 2020a).
[Glycan sugar molecules on the spike proteins of nCoV turn this virus into a wolf in sheep's clothing,
enabling it to infiltrate the body without being detected.]

(14) Virus rdt gian manh (Heong, 2020b).
[Viruses are very cunning.]

(15) Néu virus dung mdnh khée dé€ lot qua dwoc cdc té bao B va xdm nhdp vao trong té€ bao thi sé bi t& bao T
xtr ly (Hwong, 2020Db).
[If the virus uses a trick to get past B cells while entering, it will be handled by T cells.]

4.2. Conceptual metaphor: VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S THREAT LEVEL IS AS HIGH AS THAT OF A
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

A criminal/terrorist committing crimes against a victim or a community is at a dangerous or especially
dangerous level, and needs to be severely punished and eliminated. In terms of social security, criminals or
terrorists are often identified as menacing enemies, and combating this type of enemy requires the
participation of the masses as well as the whole security and political system. When mapping this attribute
onto the target domain in news reports on COVID-19, a number of metaphorical expressions view SARS-CoV-2
as a dangerous criminal/terrorist. These include dangerous enemy, invisible enemy, enemy in the dark, evildoer,
invisible killers, public enemy, and terrorists. The virus is also considered as an invader, or foreign invader
because of its unannounced landings and attacks on each nation as shown in Table 3 below:

Table 3: Metaphorically-Expressed Words Activated in the Conceptual Model VIRUS SARS-CoV-2’S THREAT LEVEL IS AS
HIGH AS THAT OF A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

Source domain Metaphorically-expressed Frequency Target domain Metaphorically- Frequency
words expressed words
Tinh chat, mic do Giac (Invader) 26 Tinh chat, mc do Ké thu vo hinh 11
nguy hiém déi véi nguy hiém d6i véi (Invisible enemy)
cong dong Ké thil (Enemy) 8 cong dong Ké thi chung 6
(Threat level to the (Threat level to the (Common enemy)
community) Ké dich (Enemy) 5 community) Ké giét ngudi v hinh 4
(Invisible murderer)
Sat tht tham lang (Silent 3 Ké thi nguy hiém 3
killer) (Dangerous enemy)
Ké thu s6 1 (Number-one 3 Nhitng tén khiing b 2
killer) (Terrorists)
Ké thu dwoc xac dinh/ké thu 2 Ké thu trong béng t6i 2
cong khai (Identified (Enemy in the dark)
enemy/public enemy)
Tht pham (Culprit) 2 Sat thu (Killer)
Hung han (Aggressor) 2 Sat thd vo6 hinh
(Invisible killer)
Ké thu khéng xtng tAm 1 Ké thu ac (Murderer) 1
(Unpaired enemy)
MGdi de doa (Threat) 1 Ké xam lwoc 1
(Intruder)
Total 82

Via the table, we see a high appearance rate of metaphors reflecting the danger levels of
criminals/terrorists against national security and the community: invader (26 appearances), invisible enemy
(11 appearances), enemy (8 appearances), common enemy (6 appearances), enemy (5 appearances), invisible
murderer (4 appearances), and silent killer (3 appearances). These are words with extreme connotations
describing danger levels in the Vietnamese language. When activated, the property “threat level of criminals”
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is moved towards the target domain, becoming a property of virus Sars-CoV-2. In other words, virus Sars-CoV2
is personified as a nation-level threat, as an external force (invader, enemy) or terrorist force fighting against
the welfare of the nation and humanity (enemy/murderer). Because the motive of invaders is to penetrate and
assimilate, and the motive of murderers is to commit homicide, when the target domain receives properties
from the source domain, in metaphorical phrases, virus Sars-CoV-2 is considered a national-level threat and a
serial killing machine. The mapping similarities between the source domain and target domain is validated
through the following analysis.

Virus SARS-CoV-2 has caused a global pandemic. In many metaphorical expressions, SARS-CoV-2 is
seen as a dangerous enemy, common enemy of mankind. So far, the virus’ attack and infection mechanism are
still unknown, especially when it constantly changes shape and approaches. As a result, it is also considered as
an enemy in the dark, invisible enemy, and ghost, which is not easy to capture and subdue. Currently, as vaccines
against COVID-19 cannot keep up with the mutation of the virus, SARS-CoV-2 is also regarded as a murderer,
“invisible killer” with an increasing number of patients dying or infected. For example,

(16) Chi tiét b gen SARS-CoV-2: Nhi¥ng tén khiing b6 chiém dung té bao phdi ngwdi (ZKNIGHT, 2020).
[Detail of the genome SARS-CoV-2: Terrorists occupy human lung cells.]

(17) Cuéc chién véi virus corona: Ké thui trong béng téi khién y, bdc si Trung Quéc ‘trd gid qud dat’ (Pat, 2020).
[Fighting corona virus: Enemy in the dark makes Chinese doctors pay high price.]

(18) Ban tin dic biét ngay thit 90 chién d4u v&i ké thit vé hinh & Viét Nam (Thu, 2020).
[Special bulletin on the 90th day fighting the invisible enemy in Vietnam.]

As SARS-CoV-2 landed and attacked communities and countries, it caused severe and catastrophic
consequences; it wreaked havoc on the socio-economy and directly threatened people’s lives. Therefore, in
many metaphorical expressions, the virus is also seen as a kind of invader, or intruder. Every country must
declare war on this foreign invader. For example,

(19) Khi phdt hién ra méi de doa dua vao vé s6 héa chdt tudn tra khdp co thé, hé mién dich sé truy Iiing quyét
liét ké xam lworc (Zing, 2020).
[Having detected the threat based on numerous chemicals patrolling throughout the body, the immune
system aggressively pursues the invader.]

(20) Chuyén phwong dn “téc do” hon dé chién ddu véi gidc COVID-19 (Lam, 2021).
[Switch to a more “speedy” approach to fight against the enemy of COVID-19.]

Perhaps because Vietnam is a country with thousands of historic years dedicated to the fight for
unification and unity, in the subconscious minds of Vietnamese people, bringing up war is similar to bringing
up invaders and external forces. As a result, the appearance rate of metaphors “enemies” and “invaders” in
COVID-19 metaphorical phrases are the highest.

4.3. Conceptual metaphor: HOW DOCTORS TRACE VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 IS HOW POLICE TRACE A
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

In the fight against criminals/terrorists, setting up a special case and working out a pursuit plan must
be done in great relevance to the subject and the objective context. This is not only a race of strength, but really
a battle of wisdom. In criminal raids and pursuits, law enforcement forces must base their approach on the
actual situation to decide on plans. If the criminal surrenders voluntarily, the pursuit is favorable; if not, the
pursuit must be conducted with numerous professional operations and approaches from hunting, surrounding,
tightening the siege, breaking in, hand-to-hand combating, to capturing, even destroying, killing, and eliminating.
When mapped onto the target domain, these attributes are reflected via metaphorical expressions describing
how doctors and medical staff, researchers of governmental and national preventive health programs trace the
virus. Metaphorically-expressed words are shown in Table 4.

Table 4: Metaphorically-expressed Words Activated in the Conceptual Model HOW HEALTH WORKERS TRACE VIRUS
SARS-CoV-2 IS HOW POLICE TRACE A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST

Source domain Metaphorically-  Frequency Target domain Metaphorically- Frequency
expressed words expressed words
Cach thic lwc lwong chitc  Truy vét (Track) 17 Cach thirc lyc lwgng chirc  San lung (Hunt) 13
ndng truy bét toi pham/ké Truy tim (Pursue) 16 ning truy bét toi pham/ké o455 (Eliminate) 10

N khing bd (How the police T
Truy lung (Search) 7 trace a criminal/terrorist) Tiéu diét (Destroy) 7

Giap 14 ca (Hand- 4 Bét (Arrest) 7
to-hand combat)

khing bé (How the police
trace a criminal/terrorist)
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Table 4: Metaphorically-expressed Words Activated in the Conceptual Model HOW HEALTH WORKERS TRACE VIRUS

SARS-CoV-2 IS HOW POLICE TRACE A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST (Continued)

Source domain x;ﬁggggﬁzgz‘; Frequency Target domain eMx;:'ZEE:;\S:)lrl'};s Frequency

San tim (Chase) 4 Ngan chdn 3
(Prevent)

Truy bét (Capture) 2 Bao vay (Surround)

Chién lwgc danh 2 Danh bai (Defeat)

dap (Attack

strategy)

Tém/tém 1y 2 Siét chit vong tay 2

(Grab) (Tighten the siege)

Tham chién 1 Phong téa 1

(Engage) (Lockdown)

Tu t& (Suicide) 1 b6t nhap 1
(Infiltrate)

Giét chét (Kill) 1 Chién d4u (Fight) 1

T&n cong (Attack) 1 Kiém soéat (Control) 1

Hang phong ngw 1 Bét gitt ti nhan 1

(Defence) (Take prisoners)

Total 109

The table shows that metaphorical expressions with the highest frequency are track (17 appearances),
trace (16 appearances), hunt (13 appearances), and search (7 appearances). Under the context of law
enforcement, these are strategic maneuvers aimed at capturing criminals when finding out evidence. The acts
of tracing, tracking, followed by hunting and searching are operational conducts. These metaphorical signaling
codes clarify the property "how health workers trace criminals” of the source domain. When activated and
moved towards the target domain, they become how doctors trace virus Sars-CoV-2.

The first operation in criminal tracing is tracking and hunting. Similarly, functional forces, the medical
team and the epidemiologists start from tracking and hunting SARS-CoV-2 and its variants via tests. When
detecting traces of the virus, the next step will be to encircle and tighten the siege through measures belonging
to social regulations such as medical isolation of infected individuals, blockade, social isolation. or local
distancing in areas where people are infected with the virus. For biomedical therapy researchers, the hunt for
viral criminals is carried out fiercely in the laboratory, causing the virus to show its true form, with tactics of
beating, fighting, and finally capturing, control and inactive viruses to serve research and preparation of
vaccines. For example,

(21) Cdc bdc si trong phong thi nghiém bdt dau truy tim, gidp ld ca véi con virus corona khi théng tin chi duoc
manh nha bén Vi Hdn, Trung Quéc (Nhon & Thao, 2020).
[Doctors began to trace and combat hand-to-hand the corona virus in laboratories when information
was only available in Wuhan, China]

(22) Kién dinh chién lweg'c ddnh ddp COVID-19 (Vinh, 2020).
[Stick to the strategy of smashing COVID-19]

(23) Thwong td chuyén vé ung thw nhdy sang bdt virus Corona: ‘Téi chi la ngwdi tra ddu nhét.” (“Thwong ta
chuyén vé ung thw nhay sang ‘bt’ virus Corona: ‘Tdi chi 12 ngudi tra ddu nhét™”, 2020)
[The colonel specializing in oncology turns to catch the corona virus: ‘I'm just a lubricant.’]

Tracing is not only conducted by functional forces, including doctors and biomedical researchers, but
also by the human immune system, which also acts as a security force keeping the body healthy, guarding and
preventing the invasion of foreign viruses. The immune system has become the functional force to catch,
capture, and kill the virus. For example,

(24) Hé mién dich khong bat gid tit nhdan (Khang, 2020b).
[The immune system does not take prisoners.]

(25) Khi phdt hién ra té bao nao bi nhiém virus, bi virus bién thanh noi dé sinh séi, hé mién dich sé tém ldy té
bao dé, va bdn dir ddi cdc phan ti xuyén vao trong, giét chét té bao va moi thir bén trong (Zing, 2020).
[When a cell is detected to be infected with a virus, the immune system will grab that cell and violently
shoot molecules to penetrate and kill the cell as well as everything inside.]

Among the aforementioned metaphors, the act of tracing/tracking virus Sars-CoV-2 is similar to the
tracing/tracking criminals of law enforcers. Thus, considering the COVID-19 epidemic as a dangerous enemy
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and Sars-CoV-2 viruses as criminals/terrorists/invaders, COVID-19 pandemic reports in Vietnamese online
newspapers reflected and conveyed the goal of Viethamese media when they wished to widely inform readers
about the COVID-19 epidemic. This helped readers better understand the danger, the impulse, the ways of
tracking the virus, the scrams and powerful attacks of the virus on humans.

Therefore, the popular use of conceptual metaphor: virus SARS-CoV-2 is a criminal/terrorist in news
on the COVID-19 epidemic in Vietnamese online newspapers is a useful communication strategy. The
construction of a criminal tracking scenario and the criminalization of COVID-19 tracing, controlling and
treating have brought about a sense of risk and urgency to the whole society. Through the use of knowledge
about criminals/terrorists with all levels of danger and risk they can bring to society to the metaphor for the
Sars-CoV-2 virus, the target of the media. Vietnam wants to raise the alarm about the danger and emergency of
the COVID-19 epidemic to a large number of readers, thereby hoping that people will be more aware of their
civic responsibility when responding to the epidemic, thereby coordinating with authorities at all levels in the
prevention and control of the COVID-19 epidemic.

The theoretical framework and discourse analysis has provided insight and greatly contributed to our
current understanding of the interrelated nature of language, society and politics (Kremer & Felgenhauer, 2022).
Metaphors are a powerful rhetorical tool applicable in a diverse range of contexts, including sports commentary,
advertising, news communication and political context. According to Charteris-Black, metaphors “are capable of
manipulating the audience” and “affect emotional reactions” (Charteris-Black, 2005, p. 21). Thus, politicians have
a tendency to use metaphors as a linguistic strategy to convey their ideas and ideological systems to the masses
in order to attain their obligation towards governmental regulations. For the fields of news and communication,
this is no exception.

By clarifying the mapping and simulation mechanism of the movement of attributes between the two
spatial domains “source” and “target” in the conceptual metaphor model VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 IS A
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST in Vietnamese news articles, it can be affirmed that reporters/editors’ perceptions
about criminal/terrorist and the fight against criminal/terrorist stems from background knowledge and
embodied experiences about the brutality, danger and cruelty of crime in general and of the SARS-CoV-2 virus
in particular. From the decoding of the formation and mapping mechanisms, it can be seen that the
reporters/editors’ thinking is quite consistent when coding “SARS-CoV-2" as a dangerous, reckless and cunning
criminal/terrorist with all respective attributes relating to criminal nature. The criminalization combined with
exaggeration of language has made COVID-19 news reports characteristic of security and social order
protection. Real-life criminal /terrorist tracking ideally ends with their defeat, surrender and giving up. In the
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, the surrender of the virus, the neutralization of the virus’ spread and
attack, the “tracing”, “grabbing”, “catching” and controlling virus strains of medical staff, doctors and
biomedical researchers all contribute to the victory for soldiers and security forces in the national cause of
peace protection. Because metaphors have framing functions, meaning that they impact how we think and
perceive different problems and solutions (Semino, 2021), based on the purpose of media discourse, the writer
can employ different tactics in relation to the pandemic. Similar to these findings, prior research has also stated
that “itis evident that war metaphors can be appropriately used for the first phase of the pandemic with a view
to spreading awareness on the dangers that the virus causes, as a necessary justification for lifestyle changes,
creating a sense of responsibility for a common group and sacrificing for a common purpose” (Flusberg et al,,
2018). “War metaphors can raise common awareness of the seriousness and urgency of the issues, preparing
them for appropriate behavioral changes” (Flusberg et al., 2017). Evidently, under trying circumstances in need
of urgent reaction, “war metaphors are used to suggest that an urgent impending threat requires an immediate
unified effort” (Semino, 2021). The personification of a crisis allows for the usage of humans’ major capabilities
to pinpoint motives, objectives, and deliberate actions in order to find preventative measures. We think that
during the preliminary period of COVID-19, the use of war metaphors (with emphasis on the war aspects of
“criminals/ terrorists”) had a definite narrative in Vietnamese media in the creation of political motives, raising
the overall awareness of the masses toward their pandemic prevention duties. Under the bigger context of
COVID-19 discourse in global media outlets during the preliminary phases of outbreak, the usage of war
metaphors when discussing COVID-19 appears to be popular in different national media, when they are faced
with a community health crisis causing prolonged uncertainty. War metaphors are therefore considered a
means of discourse that have the capabilities of enhancing the understanding of certain social processes, used
with purpose, fit for specific societal communication intentions of the message convene (such as governmental
and health authorities, experts, reporters, and news editors). This serves to orientate the narrative in order to
convince and change the audience’s perception, thus altering their behaviour, as war and fighting metaphors
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help push reduction measures. When considering the pandemic as a spontaneous process, war metaphors
prove to be especially effective, as they convey both the urgency and severity levels of the pandemic (Semino,
2021) and call for defensive actions as well as winning conditions (Chapman & Miller, 2020). As a result,
metaphors could play an integral role in the conveyance of community health messages (Seminio, 2021). The
findings also shed light on how Vietnamese media discuss the COVID-19 pandemic and how Vietnamese media
comment on the danger of the SARS-CoV-2 virus through knowledge from the source domain of
“crime/terrorism”. Therefore, basic ideological and political orientations of the Vietnamese-language press
conveyed through SARS-CoV-2 metaphors was highlighted.

It is obvious that the whole conceptual model VIRUS SARS-CoV-2 IS A CRIMINAL/TERRORIST in
Vietnamese online newspapers is represented by the image schema available from the background knowledge
of journalists and media editors. This is formed by correlations in their experience and available knowledge
about security, crime prevention and control, and experiences related to the “military/security” source domain,
within a universal cognitive framework.
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