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Abstract

This study aims to identify linguistic expressions carrying the
conceptual metaphor ‘FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES’ in Vietnamese
sports news and discuss how the source domain COMMODITIES helps to
comprehend the target domain FOOTBALLERS and therefore clarify native
speakers’ ways of thinking. Based on the experiential correlations and
knowledge mapped from source domain to target domain, the study explains the
conceptual construction in the news. It has been found that the aspects of
COMMODITIES selected for mapping come from the news writers’ common
knowledge about commaodities. By decoding the mechanism of the construction
and mapping scheme of the COMMODITIES metaphor, we can see that the
news sources are quite consistent when the writers all code “footballers” as
commaodities with the features associated with commodities, viz. “commodities’
value; means of purchase of commaodities; risks to commodities; purchase and
sale of commodities; target/potential customers of commodities; trading
environment; intermediary activities related to the exchange, purchase and sales
of commodities”. The mapping helps readers to understand more about
footballers from a very interesting perspective. Their talent and skills are
valuable and can be assessed; in other words, they are considered “a special
commodity” for exchange. Therefore, star footballers sometimes move from
one club to another club via transfers, and the personnel exchange between
institutions is carried out via similar steps of buying and selling
COMMODITIES, negotiation and signing of work contract.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphor; sports news; commodities; footballers;
mapping

Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences Studies
Vol. 20(3): 625-648, 2020



Conceptual Metaphor ‘FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES® Nguyen, T. B. H. and Nguyen, T. T. H.

Introduction

In the traditional theory, metaphor is regarded as merely a rhetorical
device, part of the bells and whistles of language. Later, the Conceptual
Metaphor Theory, which was put forward by Lakoff and Johnson (1980) and
has received great attention in the world, holds that metaphor is not only a kind
of rhetorical device but also a general thinking mode by which abstract concepts
are comprehended through concrete concepts. Since then there has been a boom
in the study of conceptual metaphors in many countries and in many fields.
Studies of media discourse, particularly sports news, have figured prominently
in this proliferation of research (Kellett, 2002; Chapanga, 2004; Cibulskiene,
2014; Wilinski, 2014; Pirsl and Randjelovic, 2015), etc. Most of the studies on
sports media discourse investigate how the kinds of sports are conceptualized
through other concepts, and the data revealed that the WAR metaphor (SPORT
IS WAR) is the most prominent metaphor. However, in our research,
Vietnamese sports news was examined in terms of occurrences of conceptual
metaphors related to the target domain FOOTBALLERS, and among the
recurring metaphors recognized, the conceptual metaphor FOOTBALLERS
ARE COMMODITIES appeared to be extremely prominent, besides the WAR
metaphor. This paper focuses on this conceptual metaphor only. It aims
to identify linguistic expressions carrying the conceptual metaphor
FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES in sports news, and to discuss how
the source domain COMMODITIES helps to comprehend the target domain
FOOTBALLERS and therefore clarify native speakers’ ways of thinking.

Conceptual Metaphors and Mapping

This study adopts the framework of Conceptual Metaphor Theory to
analyse conceptual metaphors. According to this theory, the conceptual
metaphor refers to the understanding of one idea or concept in terms of another.
It is the systematic mapping from source domain to target domain to form a
cognitive model. Kdvecses (2017) wrote “A conceptual metaphor is a
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systematic set of correspondences, or mapping, between two domains of
experience”. This is a more technical way to define conceptual metaphors
compared with what Lakoff and Johnson (1980) states ‘“understanding one
domain in terms of another”. This type of metaphors is often the result of
conceptualisation via association, which helps us understand the target domain
A (normally more abstract) based on the elements and the relations between the
elements of the source domain B (normally more concrete). The source domain
provides a variety of knowledge and experience to the target domain. This
process of association happens via the mapping of the corresponding elements
(or aspects) of A and B. A fixed set of correspondences between the elements
making up the target and source domains creates mapping of the structure of
conceptual metaphors. When such association is activated, the aspects of the
source domain are projected to the target domain according to the rule of partial
and unidirectional mapping. Therefore, only some elements (or aspects) of the
source domain are mapped on to the target domain.

Conceptual Metaphors in Sports Discourse

A review of related literature revealed that there have been a number of
studies of metaphors in sports news including spoken news and written news,
much of which consists of football news or commentaries.

Very few studies looked at the use of metaphors in spoken discourse.
For example, Chapanga (2004) explored the use of the WAR metaphor in
football commentaries of the matches of the 2004 edition of the Premier Soccer
League in Zimbabwe. The data indicated that the commentators described the
actions in terms of war. Another study by Cibulskiene (2014) used a corpus-
driven approach to explore basketball commentators’ metaphors in the 2011
European Basketball Championship, and found that BASKETBALL is mainly
conceptualized in terms of CONFLICT and WAR, and secondarily through
other concepts such as JOURNEY, MONEY TRANSACTION, and ILLNESS.
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Regarding written sports news, the metaphorical expressions are
investigated in various languages.

Caballero (2012) explored the use of metaphors in commentaries on
tennis matches in English media reports and forums that follow the matches.
The study showed that tennis was linked to the concepts of MOTION,
VIOLENCE, and AUTHORITY.

Krisnawati (2014) conducted a qualitative study on the use of
metaphors in Indonesian football news and found that scoring goals in games
was conceptualized as packing gold and reaping crops while the activities during
games were viewed as acts of “hunting”.

Wilinski (2014) investigated the kinds of metaphors used in the
German football news. The findings revealed that PHYSICAL FIGHT,
MILITARY CONFLICT, ANIMAL AND HUMAN BEHAVIOUR,
MEETINGS, and JOURNEY'S were particularly prominent source domains for
conceptualising the target domain FOOTBALL.

In their research, Pirsl and Randjelovic (2015) focused on the
MILITARY metaphors in sports media discourse. The results showed that
metaphorical expressions are mainly nouns and that there is a great overlap
between military and sports terminologies.

Research Methodology

The main methods used are discourse analysis, statistical analysis and
categorisation. The corpus consists of 284 pieces of 250-300 word Vietnamese
sport news written by different authors in the “Transfer Corner” column in the
International Sports Section of the online newspaper Tinthethao.com.vn. during
four months from 1 January to 30 April 2019. Tinthethao.com.vn is one of the
leading Vietnamese online newspapers, which provides updates and credible
news on sports. Each piece of news on “Transfer Corner” delivers the news and
stories about football transfers. We focus on the first four months of the year
because this is the winter transfer window (one of two periods during the year
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in which football clubs transfer their footballers) in many countries including
England, France, Spain, and Italy (top markets in the world).

Having collected the data, we manually analyse the linguistic
expressions, identifying, categorising, and labeling the metaphors used. After
that, we determine the foci of the aspects of both source domain and target domain,
and then define the correspondences activated in the cognitive frame; create the
mapping process and explain the mechanism of the mapping of the aspects of
the “source” and “target” domains via the metaphorical expressions; and finally,
define the rule of mapping and learn about the writers’ typical ways of thinking
and patterns of cognition. The research helps prove the close relationship
of the trio language - culture - thinking underlying the metaphorical expressions.

Regarding metaphor identification, we use the Metaphor Identification
Procedure (MIP) developed by Pragglejaz group.

The MIP can be summarized as follows:

1. Read the entire text—discourse to establish a general understanding
of the meaning.

2. Determine the lexical units in the text—discourse.

3. (a) For each lexical unit in the text, establish its meaning in context,
that is, how it applies to an entity, relation, or attribute in the situation evoked
by the text (contextual meaning). Take into account what comes before and after
the lexical unit.

(b) For each lexical unit, determine if it has a more basic
contemporary meaning in other contexts than the one in the given context.
For our purposes, basic meanings tend to be

- More concrete; what they evoke is easier to imagine, see, hear, feel,
smell, and taste.

- Related to bodily action.

- More precise (as opposed to vague)

- Historically older.

Basic meanings are not necessarily the most frequent meanings of the

lexical unit.
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(c) If the lexical unit has a more basic current-contemporary
meaning in other contexts than the given context, decide whether the contextual
meaning contrasts with the basic meaning but can be understood in comparison
with it.

4. If yes, mark the lexical unit as metaphorical.
Metaphor Identification Procedure by Pragglejaz Group (2007).

Findings and Discussion

The conceptual metaphor FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES is
composed of two domains, namely “source” and “target”, in which the aspects
of source domain COMMODITIES are selected and mapped on the target
domain according to the rule of partial mapping. Based on this mechanism, the
target domain FOOTBALLERS now has some elements (or aspects) of the
source domain COMMODITIES.

The source domain COMMODITIES possesses such aspects as:
commodities’ value;, means of purchase of commodities; risks to commodities;
purchase and sale of commaodities; target/potential customers of commaodities;
trading environment; intermediary activities related to the exchange,
Commodities’ condition, commodities’ preservation, commodities’ production....
When these aspects are activated and projected, some of them are selected and
mapped on the target domain FOOTBALLERS through partial mapping. Based
on the metaphorical expressions found in 284 pieces of sports news posted on
Tinthethao.com.vn, the mapping FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES is
illustrated as shown in Table 1.

There are many metaphorical expressions of FOOTBALLERS ARE
COMMODITIES with particular vehicles (lexical items) associated with each
aspect of the source domain COMMODITIES which is activated and mapped
onto the target domain FOOTBALLERS. The frequency of occurrences of each
lexical item is presented in Table 2.
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Table 1: The Mapping of the Conceptual Metaphor FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES in Vietnamese Sports News

The source domain
(COMMODITIES)

The target domain (FOOTBALLERS)

Sample metaphorical expressions

Commodities’ value — The talent and skills of footballers “mot vién ngoc tho sang gia” [ ....J [a precious pearl]
Means of purchase of Methods of personnel exchange among )
— “...dwoc dem cho muwon den...” [ ...was lent to...]
commodities institutions
Risks to commodities — Risks to footballers “_..con tinh "cuém” nét ...ar... " .. intend to steal. . .from. ..”]
Purchase and sale of o
— Personnel exchange among institutions “... €0 co hgi hét gid cao” | .. have the chance to charge a lot of money for...]
commodities

Commaodity trading

The condition in which the agreement

— “Trong ngdy cudi ciing phién cho Péng 2019...” [On the last day of winter 2019 Fair ...]
environment related to personnel exchange takes place
Target/potential customers of The people who are able to negotiate, )
— “...C&C dgi gia chdu Au.” [European bigwigs]
commodities coordinate and make personnel exchanges
Intermediary activities related to
Intermediary activities related to “Siéu co ltaly...”
the exchange, purchase and —
personnel exchange [Italian super-intermediary ...]
sales of commodities
Commodity condition 0
Preservation of commodities 0

Source: The authors’ collection of data
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Table 2: The Lexical Items of the Conceptual Metaphor FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES in Vietnamese Sports News

Aspects Aspects
- Number of — Number of
of the source Lexical items of the source Lexical items
domain occurrences domain occurrences
Value of Dét/dét gia [expensive]/gia cit ¢b [cost an arm Purchase and sales of )
. ., 12 » Ap phe [good deal] 1
commodities and a leg]/gia dat do [costly]; commodities
Bau vat [treasure] 1 Bao chi/chi dam [pay a lot of money] 2
) Chét gia [price fixing]/dé gia wu tién [(to) offer a
Gia cao ngat nguong/ Gia cao [high cost] 3 3
competitive price]
Déc hiu bao [(to) disburse]l/moc héu bao [pay
Gi4 0 dong [zero] 1 out]/chi d4m [pay a fortune]/ vung tién [throw 13
money around]
Mure gia [price]/gia san [floor price] 37 bi chg [go shopping] 2
Mire phi [fee] 12 Déu gid [(to) bid] 1
Mo6n hang hét [hot commodity] 1 Ga ban [(to) offer to sell]/gan [assign] 6
Mién phi [free of charge)] 1 Ha gia [price reduction]/giam gia [discount] 3
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Table 2: (Continued)

Aspects Aspects
N Number of - Number of
of the source Lexical items of the source Lexical items
. occurrences . occurrences
domain domain
Hét gia [(to) charge a lot of money]/doi gia [(to)
Ré [cheap]/gia ré [low priced] 7 charge]/chao gia [(to) offer (a price)]/dinh gia 16
[(to) price]
Nang gia [(to) increase the price] 2
Vién ngoc (quy/thd/sang gia) Rao bén [put (something) up for sale] 2
9

[(precious/unpolished/ bright) pearl] San hang [commodity hunt] 3
Thuong thao/thuong luong [negotiate] 3
Means of purchase  Thanh ly [liquidate] 6 Target customer of Dai gia [bigwig] 4

and sale of commodities

. Mua [buy]/mua sém [(to) shop]/mua diit [buy o
commodities 68 Ga khéng 16 [giant] 5
off]/mua lai [buy back]/mua thém [buy more]

Bén [sell]/Béan dut [sell off]/Ban lai [sell] 41 Nha céi [banker] 1
Chuyén nhuong /nhuong lai [transfer] 42 Nha giau [the rich] 3
Cho muon [lend] 46 Ong 16n [tycoon] 19
Ep gia [extort price] 2 Thiéu gia [rich kid] 1
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Table 2: (Continued)

Aspects o Aspects o
Lexical items Number of Lexical items Number of
of the source of the source
. occurrences . occurrences
domain domain
Tang [give (a gift)] 1
Hop df”)ng [contract] 22
Ty pht [billionaire] 3
Thuong vu [transaction] 37
Tu [buy] 1
Risks to Places where Chg [open market]/phién cho [fair]/phién mua
Cudp [rob] 7 ; 24
commodities commodities are sam [transaction]
Cudm /danh cip [steal] 6 exchanged Thi truong [market] 23
Gt [snatch] 5 Intermediary
activities Co [intermediary]/siéu co [super-intermediary] 7
Nang tay trén/hét tay trén [to scoop] 5
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The conceptual metaphor FOOTBALLERS ARE COMMODITIES in
Vietnamese sports news is expressed through the linguistic expressions with
aspects of the source domain COMMODITIES partially mapped. Table 1 shows
that almost all aspects of the source domain COMMODITIES were selected,
and then activated and mapped onto the target domain FOOTBALLERS.
However, other aspects of the source domain such as “the condition of the
commodity” (ton kho [inventory], cii nat [worn-out], qud ddt [out of date], 6i
thiu [stale], gay v& [broken], dm moc [moldy], cong vénh [bent]...), and
“methods of commodity preservation” (dong goi [packing], niém phong
[sealing], xép dé [loading], phoi khé [drying], chong am [water-proof], son
[painting]...) are not taken into account or projected on the domain
FOOTBALLERS. For the aspects selected to activate, only some attributes of
the source domain were used to be projected onto the target domain. For
example, of the aspect “the place where a business transaction takes place”, such
attributes as qudy hang [stall], cira hang [store], shop, san giao dich
[exchange], siéu thi [supermarket], website... are not selected as metaphorical
expressions. Therefore, the conceptualisation FOOTBALLERS ARE
COMMODITIES is only partially reflected in the metaphorical expressions,
under the partial mapping of conceptual metaphors (Lakoff and Johnson, 1980).

Regarding the aspect “value of commodities”, the most frequently used
linguistic expressions are: murc gid [price], gid san [floor price] (37
occurrences), mirc phi chuyén nhuwong [transfer fee] (12 occurrences), det
[expensive], gid cdt co [cost an arm and a leg] (11 occurrences), ré [cheap],
giareé [low price] (7 occurrences)... Comparing the aspects of the two domains,
the writers associated the value of footballers (particularly professional football
players) with that of COMMODITIES, which creates the correspondences
between the two domains. When a football player is described as a valuable
comodity (a treasure, precious pearl), the readers understand that he is a
talented and skillful player, whose stable performance contributes to his team’s
good performance and position in big tournaments. In the transfer market, he is
very expensive and always assessed at a high price; he even costs an arm and a
leg, which means another club would spend a big sum of money to get him from
the present club. When a player is “sold, assigned” or transferred with a “low
price” or sometimes becomes a “free gift”, readers understand that his
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performance is degrading due to a wound or aging or he is not playing at his
best. For example:

@)

@

®)

(4)

®)

Joao Felix 1a mot trong nhiing tai ning xuat sic nhat thé he 1999
va c0 moi thir can thiét dé trg thanh cau thu c6 gia tri chuyén
nhuong dit gia nhdt cia lang bong da Bd Dao Nha. [1]

[Joao Felix is one of the greatest talents of the 1999 generation and
had everything needed to become a player with the highest transfer
fee of Portuguese football industry.]

Fernandes s€ khong roi cau lac by vai gié ré. [2]

[Fernandes will not leave the club with a low price.]

Liverpool duyét chi 120 triéu euro thau tom 2 'bau vdt’ tuyén
Dic. . [3]

[Liverpool has approved the amount of 120m euros on acquiring
2 treasures from German teams.]

Tottenham s& khong mudn d@é mdt Eriksen dwdi dang mién phi
va0 mlia hé ndm sau va ho da som tim nguoi thay thé. [4]
[Tottenham will not want to lose Eriksen for free next summer,
and they have quickly found a substitute.]

Nhiing ngay qua truyén théng chau Au dua tin dai dién BS Pao
Nha da cong bd mike "gid san" 1én téi 120 triéu euro, dau vay rat
nhiéu t& bao déu dua tin ca hai dai dién cta xt s& bo tot déu sén
sang chi ddgm dé don "Ronaldo 2.0". [5]

[In the past few days, European media have been posting the news
that the Portuguese representative has announced “the floor price”
of up to 120 million Euros; however, many papers say that both
teams of “the country of bulls” are ready to pay a fortune to
welcome “Ronaldo 2.0”.]

Regarding the aspect “means of transaction”, the most frequently used

metaphorical expressions are: chuyén nhwong/nhwong lai [transfer] (42
occurrences), cho muon [lend] (46 occurrences), mua [buy]/mua sam [shop]
(68 occurrences), ban [sell] (41 times), thurong vu [transaction] (28 times), hop
dong [contract] (22 occurrences)...These expressions are used by the news
writers to conceptualise footballers as special commodities that can be bought
and sold among managers via transactions and contracts with agreed terms.
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These transactions are done via business contracts protected by financial law.

Before each transfer window, a football club manager reviews his team to see
what positions need to be replaced or added. He then considers the best
footballers of other clubs and chooses those suitable for his team, which is
similar to someone making a shopping list before going to the market. Those

footballers are viewed as items to buy (see example 8), borrow (see example 6)
or give as present (see example 11).
For example:

©)

@

®

©)

Tién vé Barcelona gia nhap Emirates theo ban hgp déng cho
mugn &n hét mua kém didu khoan mua dirt. [6]

[Barcelona’s midfielder joined Emirates under the loan contract
until the end of the season together with a condition for buying
off.]

Néu nhan duoc 161 d& nghi hop 1y, Man United s& bdn diit Sanchez
trong ky chuyén nhugng mua he. [7]

[If there is a reasonable offer, Man United will sell off Sanchez in
the summer transfer window.]

Jadon Sancho da noi 1én nhu mot trong nhitng tai ning sang gia
nhét cta bong d4 thé giéi va anh dang ndm trong danh sach mua
sdm ctiia Man Utd (theo Metro). [8]

[Jadon Sancho stands out as one of the greatest talents of the
world’s football industry, and he is on the shopping list of Man
Utd (according to Metro).]

Doi chu san Old Trafford sé tién hanh thanh Iy 3 cAu thu ¢ khu vuce
hang phong ngu sau khi mua giai nim nay két thac, theo
Manchester Evening News. [9]

[According to Manchester Evening News, the owner of Old
Trafford will liquidate three players at the back at the end of this

year’s tournament.

(10) CLB Qatar da phai bo ra s tién 1én dén 8 triéu euro dé thuyét phuc

"oi khong 16" Italia mhuwong lgi cuu trung vé Bayen Munich. [10]
[Qatar FC paid up to eight million euros to persuade “the giant”
Italy to transfer the ex-midfielder of Bayern Munich for them.]
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(11) Chuyén nhuong 11/02: M.U tiing 'tén binh' khiing cho Solskjaer;
Real giat bom tan Pogba. [11]
[Transfer news on 11/02: M.U gave Solskjaer a giant “new
recruit” for free; Real snatched the bomb Pogba.]

Regarding the aspect “potential risks to commodities”, such attributes
of COMMODITIES as bi cudp [getting robbed], gidt [snatched], bi cudm
[taken], bi danh cdp [stolen], hay bi nang tay trén [scooped] ... are mapped onto
the target domain FOOTBALLERS. These expressions suggest that the
footballers discussed in sports news need to be protected and preserved like
precious and rare things which can be stolen, robbed, shatched or scooped up
for someone else’s use if we do not keep an eye on them. For example:

(12) Tim "Fernandinho 2.0", Pep tinh ndng tay trén muc tiéu 70 tridu

bang cua Man Utd. [12]
[Looking for “Fernadinho 2.0”, Pep plans to scoop the 70-million-
pound target of Man Utd.]
(13) Do d6, c6 thé sy mau thuan 16n da khién BLD Braugrana khong
mudn hop tac v6i Arsenal khi ma chinh doi bong nuéc Anh cuém
di vi Giam dbc bong d4 ciia ho. [13]
[Therefore, it is likely that the big conflict will result in Braugrana
leaders being unwilling to cooperate with Arsenal when the
English team itself robbed them of their football manager.]

(14) Dy chi 120 triéu euro, Real quyét cudp nguéi ciia Man Utd. [14]
[With its plan to pay 120 million Euros, Real is determined to rob
Man Utd of their players.]

(15) Chu tich Florentino Perez budc phai sa thai nguoi ma 6ng cét cong
ddnh cdp tir Lién doan bong da Tay Ban Nha véi ci 4p phe kinh
dién truéc World Cup 2018 mot ngay. [15]
[President Florentino Perez had to fire the person he had worked
so hard to steal from Spanish Football Federation in a classical
deal a day before World Cup 2018.]

Regarding the aspect “buying and selling of COMMODITIES”, the
most frequently used metaphorical expressions in the news are dinh gid [price]
(9 occurrences), doc hau bao [to disburse]/méc hau bao [to pay out] (8
occurrences), hét gié [to charge a lot of money] (5 occurrences), ga badn [offer
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to sell] (4 occurrences), gan [assign] (2 occurrences) ... These are the basic
practices in transactions for all types of COMMODITIES. In business, a
businessman/trader has particular COMMODITIES which he prices [dinh gid]
based on their value so that he can sell at the highest price. The trader’s goal is
to offer a price, put it up for sale and negotiate about his COMMODITIES. The
buyer is convinced by the quality of the commodities and thus “pays out” to
possess the commodities. During negotiation, the seller often charges a lot of
money and increases the price to make the deal more favourable to him. When
the negotiation ends up with price reduction, discount and price fixing, the
transaction is considered a success for the buyer. The mentioned features of
buying and selling a commodity are activated to be projected on the target
domain FOOTBALLERS. News reporters consider personnel transactions
between football clubs via transfer contracts to be the exchange of
COMMODITIES on the market, in which a star player’s talent and performance
are assessed by club managers in the same way that the value of a commaodity
is priced. Club managers are compared to the buyers who go shopping and make
careful judgments before paying out, and they also plan to hunt for the players
in the transfer window. For example:
(16) T& ESPN tiét 16, Jose Mourinho mét 1an nita muén ban lanh dao
doc hdu bao & mua vé mot trung vé trong phién chg Pong 2019,
[16]
[ESPN reveals that once again, Jose Mourinho wants the board of
directors to disburse to buy a midfielder at the Winter 2019 Fair.]
(17) Trudc do, doi chu san Old Trafford timg ngd ¥ mudn mua cau tha
nguoi Senegal nhung Napoli da hét gia 1én dén 90 triéu bang. [17]
[The team that owns Old Trafford once offered to buy the
Senegalese player before, but Naples charged 90 million pounds
for him.]
(18) Juventus hy sinh Dybala dé¢ #gu Mbappe. Theo Tuttosport,
Juventus muén bdn diet Paulo Dybala véi gid hon 100 triéu euro

dé gdy quy chiéu mo Kylian Mbappe. [18]
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[Juventus sacrified Dybala to buy Mbappe. According to
Tuttosport, Juventus wanted to sell off Paulo Dybala at 100m euros
to raise fund for recruiting Kylian Mbappe.]

(19) Raiola mudn thyuc hién thuong vu voi Real Madrid nén san sang

dé gid wu tién cho doi chii san Bernabeu - ban De Ligt véi gia 80
triéu euro, cho du Ajax mudn t6i 90 tridu euro. [19]

[Raiola wanted to make a deal with Real Madrid, so he was willing
to offer a discount for Bernabeu host - selling De Ligt for 80
million Euros, although Ajax wanted up to 90 million Euros.]

(20) Tottenham c6 thé s& phai dua ra nhiing dong thai ha gid cdu thii

ctia minh. [20]
[Tottenham may do something to reduce the price of their players.]

(21) Chg hé chua mé, Emery da tinh chuyén san "hang" mién phi.

[21]
[Although the summer fair is not yet opened, Emery has already
planned to hunt for free “commodities”.]

(22) Du ky chuyén nhuong Dong vira qua hau hét cic cau lac b 10n tai

Anh déu kha tram lang, thé nhung déy o rang chi 1a su yén ling
trudc giong bio khi ma phién che Heé t6i méi 13 thoi diém nhitng
cudc diu gid dién ro dién ra. [22]

[Although the last Winter transfer window was not very busy at
most big clubs in England, this is apparently the calm before the
storm because the upcoming Summer fair promises some crazy
bidding.]

Regarding the aspect “places where commodities are exchanged”, the
most frequently used are “thi truong” [market] (23 occurrences), “cho’ [open
market]/phién cho [fair]/phién mua sim [transaction]” (19 occurrences).
Through these linguistic expressions, footballers are viewed as a special
commodity bought and sold in an open market or supermarket by clubs
managers. In football, there are two periods of time during the year in which
footballers are transferred and that time is called transfer window, normally in
winter and summer. Therefore, the expressions like “phién cho mia Pong”
[Winter Fair], “phién chg mua he” [Summer Fair]) indicate the places where
the trading activities of the winter and summer transfer windows take place. The
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football player market is busy with bargaining and competition between those
who put the players up for sale and those who want to buy them. They save
money to “go shopping”, and before buying a player, they also watch how he
plays and go to the matches he plays to “view the commodity”, assess his value
and decide whether to invest in him. For example
(23) To ESPN tiét 10, Jose Mourinho mét 1an nita mudn ban lanh dao
"déc hdu bao" d& mua vé mot trung vé trong phién chg Pong
2019. [16]
[ESPN reveals that once again, Jose Mourinho wants the board of
directors “fo disburse” to buy a midfielder at Winter 2019 Fair.]
Regarding the aspect “target/potential customer of commodities”, the
metaphorical expressions are related to the wealthy people such as dai gia
[bigwig], ong I6n [tycoon], ty phii [billionaire], thiéu gia [rich kid], nha gidu
[the rich], and extremely tall and strong people (gd khong 16 [giant]) ... Of the
expressions, the most frequently used are “éng lon” [the big] (19 occurrences),
dai gia [big money] (4 occurrences). When used in the researched Vietnamese
sport news, these linguistic expressions refer to large well-resourced clubs with
the ability to assess footballers’ value and close deals with high-value contracts.
The news writers consider football players in transfer window contexts to be
costly COMMODITIES; therefore, those who can buy the players must be the
wealthy clubs. These clubs are authoritative and willing to pay a lot. When
bidding is needed, they are also wealthy enough to bid at a higher price, and so
are able to buy the most wanted players in the world. For example:
(24) Cung voi do, Juventus s€ ban hau v¢ trai hién tai cua ho 1a Alex
Sandro. C6 thong tin cho rang Real Madrid quan tdm Sandro 14n
Dybala, vi vy rat c6 thé s& co sy mua ban trao doi giita hai G&
khong 16 nay. [24]
[Meanwhile, Juventus is going to sell their left back Alex Sandro.
It is said that Real Madrid is paying attention to both Sandro and
Dybala; therefore, there might be a transaction between these two
giants.]
(25) Mila giai gan két thuc ciing 1a luc cac éng lén chau Au ryc rich 1én
ké hoach kich hoat nhiing thwrong vu Ién vao mia He. [25]
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[The end of this season is also the time when the European
tycoons plan for big deals in summer.]
(26) Pai gia Trung Qudc vung tién chiéu mo "sat thu" Belotti. [26]
[The Chinese bigwig threw his money around to get “killer”
Belotti.]

(27) Theo béo giéi Anh, cii tén méi nhat ma thiéu gia thanh
Manchester nhim dén 1a Tanguy Ndombele. [27]
[According to English media, the newest name that the rich kid of
Manchester is looking for is Tanguy Ndombele.]

Regarding “intermediary activities involved in the purchase of
commodities”, Vietnamese people have terms like “co” [intermediary] or “siéu
c0” [super-intermediary] to denote those who introduces the parties and
negotiate the price of a commodity in both big and small transactions. In
Vietnamese sports news, agents who give advice on the transfer of players
between clubs are regarded as “super-intermediaries” by writers considering
footballers to be COMMODITIES. Such agents are taken to play an important
role, and to have power, in the decision of whether to buy or sell a player. For
example:

(28) “Siéu 0" ngwoi Italia chinh la vii khi bi mat gitp doi bong chu

san San Siro chiéu md cau thu dang thi d4u tai Ha Lan. [28]
[The Italian “super-intermediary” is the secret weapon that helps
the team of San Siro recruit the players in the Netherlands.]

Our analysis of the data we have collected shows that the researched
Vietnamese sports news is written with the association FOOTBALLERS ARE
COMMODITIES. Through the use of this metaphorical association, the writers
help readers to understand more about the role and value of fooballers in football
practices, and make vivid to readers the attraction and heat of the transfer
market, where the allegiances of many star footballers in their prime are at stake.
The players who perform well are viewed as hot and best-selling
COMMODITIES who draw rich people’s attention and make them want to
possess or look for a chance to steal or scoop. The Vietnamese news writer use
a great number of metaphorical expressions of FOOTBALLERS ARE
COMMODITIES to report the player transfers in busy transfer windows with
many buyers and sellers and many steps in each transaction from viewing the
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commodity, assessing the commodity, putting the commodity up for sale,
offering to sell, bidding, increasing the price, charging a lot of money, reducing
the price to making a deal, and paying. The means of transaction between clubs
is also reflected with various types of activities like buying off, selling off,
repurchasing, reselling, assigning, liquidating, lending, giving as a gift, and
giving for free. In general, aspects are activated from the source domain
COMMODITIES and projected onto the target domain FOOTBALLERS; the
target domain takes them and copies all the equivalent attributes.

Conclusion

By identifying the metaphorical expressions, clarifying the mapping
schemes, associating, and projecting the aspects of “source” and “target”
domains, this paper has explained the conceptual metaphor FOOTBALLERS
ARE COMMODITIES that is used in Vietnamese sports news. It can be said
that the aspects or attributes of COMMODITIES selected for mapping come
from the news writers” common knowledge about commodities. By decoding
the mechanism of the metaphor construction and mapping scheme of the
COMMODITIES metaphor, we reveal a consistent pattern in the language of
sports news discourse: the writers all code “footballers” as commaodities with all
the features associated with commodities, viz. “commodities’ value, means of
purchase of commodities; risks to commodities; purchase and sale of
commodities; target/potential customers of commodities; trading environment;
intermediary activities related to the exchange, purchase and sales of
commodities.” The mapping helps readers understand more about footballers
from a very interesting perspective. Their talent and skills are valuable and can
be assessed; in other words, they are considered “a special commodity” for
exchange. Therefore, star footballers sometimes move from one club to another
club via transfers, and the personnel exchange between institutions is carried out
via similar steps of buying and selling COMMODITIES, negotiation, and
signing of work contracts.
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