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Abstract

Kratom and cannabis are psychoactive substances being monitored in Thailand and
foreign countries. During the past four years, Thailand’s narcotic laws regarding kratom and
cannabis were changed. This study aims to demonstrate epidemiologic data of kratom and
cannabis detection in deceased individuals one year before and after the change of the
laws in Bangkok area. The cut-point dates were August 24", 2021 for kratom and December
15" 2020 for cannabis. Postmortem forensic toxicologic reports from the Forensic Medicine
Department of Chulalongkorn University which conducted postmortem autopsies were
analyzed. The factors including age, sex, nationality, cause of death and other substance
use were studied. The result showed a rising trend of positive kratom toxicology while an
increasing trend of cannabis toxicology was also noticed. Mitragynine from kratom had been
detected at the rate of 0-5 cases per month for 7months prior to the change of related
narcotic laws and 4-11 cases per month after the change. Three cases of
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) from cannabis toxicology had been detected in the period of
12 months after the change. These trends should be monitored regularly for the purposes

of controlling and suppressing abuse and national policy planning.
Keywords: Cannabis, Kratom, Epidemiology, The Changes in Narcotic Laws
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