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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine the relationship between drug crimes and drug
suppression policy that has an effect on property crimes in Thailand. Two hypotheses were
examined in this research. The first hypothesis was that the use of drugs resulted in property
crimes. In other words, an attempt to prevent and suppress a type of crime could create
incentives for committing other types of crime. The second hypothesis was that law
enforcement on drug-related crimes might result in property crimes. The economic model of
crime was utilised to examine the statistical relationship between property crimes and relevant
factors contributing to drug-related crimes, including socioeconomic factors on crime rates. The
researcher then employed two-stage least squares (TSLS) to analyse the panel data from 2006
to 2015 of 77 provinces in Thailand.

According to research results from an estimate of the equation of indicative factors of
property crimes in the first model, it was indicated that the size of the drug market could reduce
property crime rates. This was opposed to the first hypothesis predicting that drugs caused
property crimes. In Addition, it was found that the probability of arrest for a property crime had an
impact on property crime rates. To illustrate, property crime rates would decrease when the
probability of arrest was high. Furthermore, an increase in average income per capita could result
in a reduction in property crime rates. Nevertheless, property crime rates would decrease when

the Gross Provincial Products increased, which was in accordance with the hypothesis and the
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economic theory of crime. Additionally, a higher proportion of men could result in a decrease in
property crime rates.

According to research findings in the second model, it was found that the arrest of drug
offenders could decrease the probability of arrest for property crimes. This supported the
hypothesis that law enforcement on drugs was one of the factors contributing to property crimes.
It also supported the results from the first model because if the group of drug addicts and property
crime offenders was the same group, the probability of arrest for drug-related offences and
property crimes would increase in the same direction. Furthermore, the areas where contained a
higher proportion of the poor tended to have a higher probability of arrest for property crimes.
However, a rise of police budget decreased the probability of arrest for property crimes.

Finally, according to research results from an estimate of the equation of indicative factors
of police budget in the third model, it was found that the amount of budget in the Royal Thai
Police varied with property crime rates and the population size. However, it was found that
the variable on the drug market size had an inverse correlation with budget appropriate in the

Royal Thai Police which is contradicted to the hypothesis.
Keywords: Drug Crime, Property Crime, Drug Suppression Policy
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A15197 1 HANITAIRUIEUIMUFUNITANUAININRUA ANULUUINRDIN 1, 2 hag 3

Dependent Variables
PROPOFF P(a) RTPBUDGET
0.4318867***
PROPOFF (4.49)
-2.292927***
P(a) (-4.15)
-0.0316764
RTPBUDGET (-3.05)**
-0.2492466***
DRUGARR (-5.82)
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Dependent Variables
PROPOFF P(a) RTPBUDGET
1.100738***
GPPPERCAPITA (17.49)
-0.6565186***
WAGE (-7.31)
0.001874
UNEMP (0.05)
0.9842302
GINI (0.76)
0.0192637**
POVERTY (1.98)
0.8510087***
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-3.146219*
MALE (-1.79)
0.0003933
POPDEN (0.03)
-0.2726377
POPGROW (-0.22)
-0.0981237*** -0.2903146%***
DSIZE (-2.93) (-4.04)
7.780045 0.9553276*** 0.024904
Constant (1.17) (7.79) (0.01)
R-Square 0.8985 0.1398 0.3495
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