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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the process of investigation and
collection of environmental forensic evidence and to explore the differences in its
practical methods by eathering evidence from three types of pollution, namely water
pollution, air pollution, and pollution from industrial waste. Twelve cases were divided
into three categories (4 cases/category). The judgments of the court were retrieved and
analyzed by using technique of evidence investigation and collection. The analysis also
raised and priorities the related issues resulting from the study.

The results of this research indicated that for three types of pollution cases (12
cases), environmental forensic investigation approaches were implemented to identify the
causes of pollution and the offender’s motives, leading to the accurate identification of
the offender. Especially, although the principles of post-incident investigation were
identified to obtain crucial evidence, the issue of scene protection was unclear and
incomprehensive in relation to crime scene preservation. The methods of investigation in
each type of pollution cases also varied, depending on the areas and sources of pollution.
In terms of evidence collection, there were different issues for consideration, Including the
equipment for sample collection, containers, sample preservation, storage period, and
sample analysis methods all of which varied depending on the type of pollution.

Keywords: Investigation, Evidence Collection, Environmental Forensics
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