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Abstract

The objective of this research was to determine the quality of latent fingerprints
found on a utility knife with a plastic handle left in different sources of water; brackish
water and river water. The study employed Small Particle Reagent (SPR) and Super Glue
(SG) techniques with the leaving periods of 1, 7, 14, 21 and 28 days, respectively.

The results indicated that the quality of latent fingerprints obtained from the
plastic handle in both sources was not good enough for comparison and identification,
but the quality of the latent fingerprints at the blade was impressive. The result showed
the quality of latent fingerprints using the SPR method approximately equals to 3.40 in
the brackish water, and 2.80 in the river water. Meanwhile, the result of using the SG
method in the brackish water is 3.00, while it is 3.60 in the river water. The experiment
was conducted in the period of 28 days with the leaving period of 1, 7, 14, 21 and 28
days. it was found the latent fingerprints on the knife blade can be identified, but the
quality depends on the leaving period of knives in the water. Furthermore, the results
also suggested that the Super Glue technique is the best method for identifying latent
fingerprint in the brackish water.
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