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THE MELODIC PREACHING OF MATTHEE EPISODE FROM THE
GREAT JATAKA AT THE ANNUAL GREAT PREACHING

Fededk

CEREMONY (TANG DHARMA LUANG) IN CHIANGMAI
Thitipol Kanteewong

Department of Thai Art, Faculty of Fine Arts,
Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai 50200, Thailand.

Abstract
The objective of this paper is to examine the melodic preaching of the
Great Jataka, from the Matthee episode, which is performed during the preaching
ceremony (Tang Dharma Luang) in Chiang-Mai province. The principle of
Ethnomusicology is being used as a fundamental in this research in order to study
the melodic preaching, social contexts, and preaching demonstrations especially
in music attribute to the Great Jataka (Matthee episode).

Results of the research show that the Great Jataka originated from Phra-
Kha-Tha-Phan, a Pali Nibrtara Jataka, which is a part of Tripitaka. The Great
Jataka preaching is comprised of 13 episodes.

The preaching shows that the script of the chant has been composed in a
version of Phi Jae Riaew Daeng, while its melody is a version of Prao Kwai Bai.
The Matthee episode of the Great Jataka preaching has six main components: A-
rathana Dharma (Dharma Invitation), Ue Kan Long (Sound Testing), Karb Kao
(Self Introduction), Tang Namo (beginning of Pali text), Matthee
Dharma(Preaching Matthee Episode), and Karb Plai (Preaching Termination;
finish, wish, farewell). The melody has been categorized into two types of chanting:
Dharma Wat and Ma Ha Chart styles. In addition, both styles contain certain
techniques of preaching; namely, Tang, Teao, Leao, Wang, Yang, Wai, Kai, and
Yang. These techniques appear to have four main symbols to help control tone
and rhythm of the chant: Huen Soong (/), Huen Taam (,), La Mai (&) and Long
Siang (0). These symbols, as mentioned, are considered guiding chanters to

pronounce in their chants accurately.

***This research paper is taken from the Master of Arts (Musicology) thesis,

Graduated School, Mahidol University, Bangkok, 2002.
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