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The Symbols of the Vihara
and Uposatha Tympanums
in Sri- Vichai Monks age
: Lan Na Cultural Politics
between 1920-1934 A.D.

Chankhanit Arvorn

Lecturer, Program in Interdisciplinary for Local Administration,

International College of Mekong Region,

Chiang Rai Rajabhat University, Chiang Rai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

The symbolism of Rattanakosin artistic style which is applied through
artworks of Kruba Sri-Vichai present Bangkok craftsmanship’s influence on
the local Lan Na style. The symbol of Lord Vishnu on the Garuda and the
symbol of the Garuda image, clearly represent the new political power of
the central monarchy system, which replaced the former power of the local
governor and bureaucratic system. The symbol of Phra Maha Phichai Mongkut
('The Great crown of Victory ) and the Airavata (the three headed elephant )
reveal the Thai clergy reformation under the Sangha Administration within
the Dhammyuttika Buddhist sect.
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The concept of replacing the old political identity by introducing new symbols
can also be found in the appearance of animal imagery from the Chinese zodiac
system into the Lan Na identity. This appearance shows the relationship of
power between greater Siam and lesser Lan Na. All these new symbols are
integrated into the communication of cultural politics which helped redefined

Lan Na identity through craftsmen in Buddhist culture.
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