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Ravana Invading Yama-Loka at
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ABSTRACT

This article proposes a new interpretation of pediment installed at the
main tower on the East side of Prasat Phimai, located in Phimai District,
Nakornratchasima Province. Based on original interpretation by academics,
the impediment was believed to correspond to the episode of the Lord
Malivaraj in the Thai version of Ramayana epic. However, an intensive study
into the impediment showed that the iconography of such impediment is
more consistent with the story described in Book VII, Uttara Kanda of the
Valmiki version of Ramayana epic whereby Ravana (Dasakanta in Thai version
of Ramayana) was riding a flying pavilion to Yama-Loka (the City of Yama or
the underworld) to fight with Lord Yama (the Lord of the Dead).

However, the war was put to an end as Lord Brahma implored that the Lord
Yama refrain from killing Ravana by using his Rod of the Death, which was
the same tool used in judging the dead in Yama-Loka. This was because Lord
Brahma had earlier given a blessing to Ravana that no other person of noble
family could ever kill Ravana. Lord Yama thus conformed to the request of
Lord Brahma and ended the war by himself in order to maintain the integrity
of Lord Brahma with respect to the blessing. This act is considered to be more
heroic than to kill Ravana using the Rod of the Death.

Keywords: Ramayana, Ravana, Yama-Loka, Brahma, Prasat Phimai.
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