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The First Episode of Modern

Architecture in Thailand.

Assoc. Prof. Krisana Honguten, Ph.D.
Art Theory Department,

The Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts,
Silpakorn University, Bangkok.

Abstract

The architecture during King Rama IlI’s reign marked the beginning
of ‘The Seedling of new Architecture Style,” an episode which
resulted in structural changes to buildings and decorative
innovation, a style well distinguished from classical Thai architecture.
Chinese art is a major factor in this change. Rajorasaram Temple,
built in the latter periods of King Rama II’s reign, is a significant
archetype of “Wat Nok Yang” (temples constructed and designed
in unconventional ways). The architecture of Rajorasaram Temple
would later become the popular royal style during King Rama

II’s reign. Furthermore, the reign of King Rama Ill was known as
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the Golden Age of Rattanakosin Craftsmanship. New buildings
were designed in ways that never existed in Siam before, such
as Loha Prasat (metallic castle) at Ratchanadda Temple and Phra
Samphao Chedi (the pagoda with the shape of the Chinese junk)

at Yannawa Temple.

Policies of free trade with Western countries, the speeding
development of the country to keep up with Western civilised
culture, including the acceptance of modern sciences and
advanced European technology in the reigns of King Rama IV and
King Rama V, were considerable factors leading to the integration
of Thai and Western customs, traditions, culture, and ideology.
The changing artistic taste towards universal style of Kings, who
fostered and supported every field of art, caused gradual changes
in pattern and content of every Thai art, especially architecture.
Subsequently, the artistic taste began to develop towards the
universal style. Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong, a great artisan of
Siam, was a key figure who led Thailand into ‘The Age of the
Sprouting of New Architecture Style’.

The architectural designs of Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong reflected
his wisdom and profound expertise on both Eastern and Western

architecture. The application of his knowledge in ingeniously



designing many works made him remarkably successful in creating
his unique concept and pattern of architectural design. His style
became a great artistic inspiration for artists in the following

generations.

Modern Thai Architecture, Thai Architecture
Development, Architecture in King Rama Il Reign, Architectural

Design Works of Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong
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