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A Study of the Principles of
creating Buddha images from
Pollen in Burmese Arts Found

in Lan Na

Tipawan Thungmhungmee

Program in Arts and Design, Department of Media Arts and Design

Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University

ABSTRACT

This research had the objectives of studying the history and beliefs
related to the convention of creating the pollen Buddha images
made of pollen, as found in Burmese Arts in the northern Lanna
kingdom. The study also examines the creation of contemporary
Buddha images employing the same materials and techniques,
with the aim of conserving and maintaining Lanna art forms as
well. The study revealed that the wisdom for creating the pollen

Buddha images was related to the beliefs about the merit gained



from making pollen Buddha images, as they appeared in some
palm leaf texts and the Lanna handbook on making Buddha images,
which reflects the ways of thinking, values and meanings given to
these objects of faith passed down from the Buddha’s time. From
the study of the concept and art forms as well as the method of
making the pollen Buddha images, it was found that the concept
was derived from the Theravada Buddhist Sect in terms of the
characteristics of the Great Man, the posture of the Buddha images
and symbols related to the Lord Buddha. Regarding the style of
art, there were those of the Burmese art of the Mandalay school
and Tai Yai school, as well as various methods of Buddha image
making as reflected in the names of the images. The researcher
applied the knowledge synthesized in the study to be an inspira-
tion for making a contemporary Buddha images of Lanna Buddhist
art in the the preaching to Jambupati posture influenced by the
iconography of the Tai Yai school from the pollen of flowers the
Buddhist devotees brought to pay respect to the Buddha images.
The art of lacquer ware making was employed to link the past
wisdom of Buddhist art with the contemporary visual art creation.
This reflects the value and significance of the local wisdom which

forms the core of Lanna culture.

Keywords : Pollen Buddha Image, Burma Arts, Contemporary

Buddha Image
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