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Spirit - Univeres. Creation of
Contemporary Arts of Morality

Reminiscence Medias.

Chalongdej Kuphanumat

Program in Arts and Design, Department of Media Arts and Design,

Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University.

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to investigate and synthesize
the history of the origin as well as the meaning of the representation
of the Tribhumi and Buddhist cosmological beliefs along with the
concepts, symbolsand patterns of artin conventional and contemporary
Thai paintings as morality reminiscence in order to provide inspiration
and guidelines for the creation of contemporary arts for morality
reminiscence media. The research revealed that the Tribhumi

and Buddhist cosmological beliefs formed the body of knowledge
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or understanding that explained the characteristics and spiritual
structure through creating the imagination reflecting the natural
forms and images of abstract concepts through symbols that
went well with some concrete experiences of the corporeal
world. According to Buddhism, the Tribhumi referred to the
mundane world of all beings in the samsara or cycle of birth and
death depending on their karma, good and bad deeds or actions,
comprising the carnal world of desire, the corporeal world and
the formless world. The concept of Tribhumi could be said to
form the an important basis of Thai society and culture, reflecting
the values and significance of Buddhism and the monarch which
appeared in both paintings and stories of the people in the ancient
times about the worlds and physical structure of the earth and
the universe in various forms and creative techniques as a kind of
symbolic relationship with other kinds of Buddhist art in a holistic
way. Furthermore, the researcher created some pieces of contem-
porary art based on the interpretation of the beliefs related to the
Tribhumi and Buddhist cosmology such as the Buddhist concepts
of mundane-supermundane, cycle of birth and death, the lotus,
six rays emanating from the head of the Lord Buddha, the flag or
tung sacrifice offering, art of glass decoration, the plan of Lanna

ubosot and wiharn structure of Buddhist temples, including 3 sets
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of contemporary installations and mixed media as a means of

creating moral and ethical conscience among the general public.

Keywords : The Belief of Tribhumi, Buddhist Cosmology, Thai
Paintings, Contemporary Arts
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