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A Symbolic Interpretation of
Phrathat Phanom as a Celestial

Bridge

Wisit Kidkhamsuan

Sociology and Anthropology Programme,

Faculty of Liberal Arts and Science, Nakhon Phanom University

ABSTRACT

Drawing on existing historical documents, books and texts, this article
aims to explain the relationship between the symbolic celestial
bridge (Laﬁéﬁﬁﬂ), the beliefs of local people in the Mekong Sub
Region, and Buddhist philosophy, which later came to be symbolized
in the Phrathat Phanom stupa. Both symbolic analysis and Buddhist
philosophy are used as a theoretical framework for interpreting
Phrathat Phanom as a symbol of a celestial bridge. The results
of the study found that Phrathat Phanom is seen as a center of

goodness as the Celestial Bridge and is the core center connecting
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the human world to the heavenly domain. It is a reminder to
remember the Buddha and His teachings and to practice charitable

deeds to link the humans to the celestial sphere or heaven.

Keywords : Symbolic, Celestial Bridge, Phrathat Phanom
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