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Analysis of Tamnan munlasatsana
(Suan Dok Temple Version)

Sirisak Apisakmontree

Buddhist Studier Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

Thanikan Warathanmanon

Chiang Mai National Museum

ABSTRACT

Tamnan Mulasasana was the important Lanna Buddhist Literature
in Thailand. This paper analyzed Tamnan Mulasasana of Suan Dok
Temple Version that was written by Phra Buddharukkit and Phra
Buddhayan. This Tamnan Mulasasana was written in 1999 B.E.
and finished in 2053 B.E. It was composed during the reign of King
Tilokarat (2080-1985 B.E.) to King Muang Kaew (2068-2038 B.E.).
period, the conflict in Buddhim between Suan Dok Temple sect
and Pa-Daeng Temple In this sect. Author is associated with the
Pa-Daeng temple. The content structure of Tamnan Mulasasana

was divided into two main sections. The first section was about
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the life of Buddha and another one was the history of Buddhism
in Lanna. The purposes of the authors are to combine Lanna’s king
with Buddha; Gotama, to praise King Tilokarat, to show that the
authors (Phra Buddha Rukkit and Phra Buddhayan) were decended
from Phra Sumana Thera and also to give an idea of the Buddha
prediction that happened in 2000 B.E. The characteristic of Tamnan
Mulasasana is prose, written in Northern Thailand, on palm leaves,
called Bailan, length 10 volumes. The beginning of story likes a
tale and if the authors wanted to explain more, they used the
word “explain about....,” and also gave the idea of philosophers,
dharma, folktale and Jataka. The authors summarized the whole
story, then explained that story, and summarized timeline at the
end. The stories that used to be remarkable established the Lord
Buddha’s relics in Lanna. Another remark was established on
stone boundary or sema of Suan Dok Temple. Number six times,
including with Thera Sumon, the Pha Sumana Thera abbot of
Wat Suan Dok No. 1 (1912 - 1936) , Maha Nattapanya, No. 3 (BE
1946 - 1961), Maha Buddhayan, No. 4 (BE 1961 - 1963), Maha
Tripitaka, No. 7 (BE 1984 - 1990), Phra Buddharukkit, No. 8 (BE
1990 - 2002), and Maha Nakasean, No. 10 (BE 2018 - 2023).

Keywords : Tamnan Mulasasana, Pa-Daeng Temple, Suan Dok

Temple
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