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The Concept of Cosmology in Lanna Art
for Contemporary Arts Creation

According to Buddhist Literature of Hinayana sect presenting three folded spheres; Kama Bhumi,
Rupha Bhumi and Arupha Bhumi, the concept of cosmology in Buddhism has been promulgated and
well accepted among South East Asian people. These literatures have also demonstrated forms and
compositions of cosmology. The contents of three folded spheres help culminate the beliefs involved

with omitting bad deeds, making merit, increasing virtue and cycle of sin.

Within Thai culture and tradition context, the concept of cosmology in Buddhism is regarded as significant
fundament which defines cultural and traditional forms of arts and crafts of Thai in various fields.
Especially, in traditional art within Lanna cultural boundary in Buddhism, till the present, they are all
created by matters and signs originated by the interpretation derived from the content of cosmological
concept. The cosmological concept also becomes the great inspiration pushing the Thai artists forward
to create their contemporary arts. These productions reflect the local wisdom and identity acting as one

way of conservation and disseminated nation’s art and cultural creations aiming for the abiding prosperity.

Chalongdej Kuphanumat
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