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Hill Tribes; Beliefs and Ways of
Life towards the Creation of
Contemporary Sculpture

Soontorn Suwanhem

Assistant Professor, Sculpture Division, Department of Printmaking, Painting and

Sculpture, Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

This research titled “Hill Tribes; Beliefs and Ways of Life towards the Creation
of Contemporary Sculpture” presents a specifie individual view of beauty
through a combination of art, culture, customs, and local traditions of people
living in the lowlands, with the beauty of the ways of life, traditions, arts
and culture of the hill tribe people. The hill tribes’ ways of life incorporates
values and a philosophy of self - sufficiency in accordance with the circle of life
that was founded by the ancestors which should be preserved for the future
generations so that they can absorb the civilization of their different tribes.
This may be difficult for us, people from the lowlands, to understand. What
can still be seen is a residue from a culture that has cultivated pure spirit
and has spread towards every corner of life in that society. No matter where,
the ways of life, the roots, the beauty, the love, still exist. Life’s aim is to live
together in harmony with the world. There are many thinkers, writers, from
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the humanities, the social sciences, etc... who have taken this as the basic
concept for their work. This also goes for this researcher. [ use the knowledge
that I have of sculpture, search for a certain identity, symbols representing
beauty, style, form, technique, materials and structural method. Using the
concept as above, and, through my imagination, create and describe certain
forms from my dreams, create mysterious images, communicate topics
that reflect the soul and identity of local people from the lowlands and the
highlands in harmony. I use the language of sculpture, which, even though
there may be some confusion concerning information, style, technique and
method, the structure of the work reveals the wisdom of the villager. I find
it profoundly valuable for the younger generations that they should learn

about the cleverness of their Thai ancestors.

This researcher has presented the content of the research “Hill Tribes’ Beliefs
and Ways of Life towards the Creation of Contemporary Sculpture” using
five chapters. The first chapter deals with the importance, origins and the
problems encountered in this research. The second chapter deals with topics
on creativity. The third chapter explains the method and proceedings used to
create the work. The fourth chapter contains an analysis of the creative work.
The fourth topic is a summary of the research. Furthermore, this research,
namely a work of sculpture, has been presented to the public at different

locations both in Thailand and abroad.

The chapters as described above are only topics. For those who are interested,
the detailed content must be read and studied. They may get inspired by the
content, the style, form, technique, materials, or the different methods used

in the creation of this work of sculpture.
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