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The intimate style, a transition
between “traditional” Chiang Mai
paintings and the printed
patterns from Bangkok.

Dr. Sébastien Tayac

Doctor of Philosophy, Paris Ill Novelle Sorbonne.

ABSTRACT

After a brief presentation of the context, the methodology used and the
classification of murals paintings inventoried in six districts of the province
of Chiang Mai demonstrated four groups (old paintings, over 110 years), late
Lan Na and “intimate style” (less than 110 years), the era of printing: the
advent of mass reproduction, the movement of “neo”). The aim of this article
is to define the ins and outs of the second group. Described as “intimate style
or period”, this moment of transition is perceived between the traditional
paintings of Lan Na and those inspired by the printed postcards and posters
from Bangkok. The study of this second group allows us to lift the veil on
the life and production of two unsung and ignored local artists: Bunpan
Phongpradit and Chit Khanthaprap.
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® “Chao Noi painted, for a fee, first at Wat Upakut in 1929, where, at the request of a wealthy
Chinese owner of a major Chiang Mai market, he produced a series of murals. These consist of a
continuous landscape behind the main image, showing life of the Buddha scenes, as well as side
and back wall murals in separate panels illustrating the Thotsachat, Vessantara, and portraits of
the husband and wife donors, in addition to two representations of the charismatic Northern Thai
monk, Kru Ba Sri Wichai, the latter famous for inspiring energetic and meritorious building and
restoration of Northern Thai wats. Chao Noi's work, it should be noted, is basically innovative in
style, not content.”

“He also painted a series of thirty-nine scenes from the life of the Buddha at Wat San Pakoi. His
use of separate scenes facilitated the practice followed later of having each mural panel given as
an act of merit by donors whose names were written below.”
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' “One of the earliest artists of this period was Wicharn Yota from Bangkok, who painted the walls
behind the main images for no fee as an act of merit; his work can be seen today at Wat Chai
Mongkhon. The murals he created are traditional in content and are in the style of one large
landscape in which various scenes from the life of the Buddha are portrayed. Wicharn’s pupil
(some say contemporary and rival) was the artist, Chao Noi Phun Pan, who painted traditional
Thai content in a somewhat new style, with a rather Western treatment of scenery, color, and
perspective.”
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