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The Study of Clothing Pattern
in Lan Na Ritual “FON PEE”
(Spiritual Dance).

Manop Manasam

Assistant Professor, Division of Thai Art, Department of Thai Art,

Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

There is a definite characteristic in terms of forms and patterns of clothing
used in spiritual dance of Lan Na people. We found that the spiritual dances
are still being performed widely in Chiang Mai, Lamphun and Lampang
province. The ritual’s inspiration is not entirely for paying respect to the souls
of ancestors but to reflect the performer’s influence and wealth in the society.
The clothing is an effective semiotical means in this aspect. Traditional
belief is the key factor for the strict ritual practice regarding clothing
and ornaments which also closely linked to the roots of the ethnic group.
They also apply in the more complicated semiology such as the background,
the origin or even the classes of the spirits such as the spiritual group of
Phee-Mod, Phee-Meng or other groups that are from China and India.

The spiritual dance clothes add the colorful atmosphere and beauty to
the uniqueness of the rituals. This indicates the esthetical attitudes and

fundamental artistic value that local people sincerely present via the
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performance aiming at connecting with the holy power with respect.
They expect that the spirits and other mythical beings according to the belief’s

will be satisfied and help them achieving all aims such as dancing for expected

abundance, fertility or being free from all sickness.

The researcher hopes that this result will be beneficial for the students and
interested people in the field of clothing, influenced by the belief of spiritual
dancing of Lan Na.
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