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A Study Buddha Image Burma Arts
at Wat Monpooyak, Lampang
Province for Conservation

and Arts Creation.

Tippawan Thungmhungmee

Assistant Professor, Department of Printmaking Painting and Sculpture,

Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

This research had the purposes of studying the history, concept
for and techniques involved in the creation of the Buddhist image
of the Burmese art at Wat Monpooyak in Lampang Province and
conducting the conservation of the damaged image utilizing
the knowledge of art and scientific conservation methods as
well as creating a duplicate model of the mage based on the
knowledge gained from the research whose concept, form and
technique reflected the local wisdom. The researcher found that
the Buddha image of the Burmese art of the Mandalay School

at Wat Monpooyak in Lampang Province was of the preaching
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to Jambupati posture influenced by the iconography of the Tai
Yai school of Buddha sculpture which conveyed the symbolic
meaning of the characteristics of a great man, the Buddha, and the
materials used in the casting, in particular the belief in the merit
of creating a Buddha image from flower pollen to pay respect
to the Buddha and to propagate or pass down Buddhism. The
method used was that of the lacquer-ware making art unique to

the Burmese and Tai Yai approximately 150 years ago.

In the conservation of the image to make it strong and sturdy, the
knowledge and technique of the art and science of conservation
were combined. An electron microscope was used to examine
its components and material properties. Knowledge was drawn
from experience in art conservation practice and technique.
Furthermore, the researcher also created a duplicate model of the
image applying the knowledge gained from the primary research
in terms of concept, form technique and method that reflect
the local beliefs and wisdom in combination with the modern
knowledge of visual art. The key part of this research was that the
Buddha image had been restored to a strong and solid condition
along with the knowledge of the Burmese style Buddha image

in Lan Na while stimulating pride among the members of the
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cultural community and conserving and sustaining the nation’s

cultural heritage for a long lasting existence.

Keyword : Buddha image Burma arts, Conservation of Buddha

image, Arts creation
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